When God does & doesn’t answer prayer?  How does God’s will connect with prayer?
(Bryan Enderle August 2010)
God’s Will – Some Definitions and Clarifications
· Declarative Will – what God authoritatively declared would happen without exception

· Desirous Will – what God desires to happen according to His morals, but it may not happen

· Changed Mind – God appears to change His mind in some cases

There is more than one reason God may grant a particular prayer request.
· The prayer could be God’s desire.

· What God declares and the prayer both align.
· The prayer fulfills a promise of God to believers.
· God may not prefer it but is ok with it (ex: sickness of Hezekiah).
If God does not grant your request…
1. The timing may be off. God is not ready to grant this prayer yet.  For example, Jesus teaches the disciples to prayer in Matthew 6:9-13.  Jesus tells the disciples to pray “your kingdom come” which has not yet been answered fully.  But, we are still taught to pray it.  
2. The prayer is not done in God’s name. We are told in John 14 to pray for things in Jesus’ name.  “Name” is a way in the Bible to refer to one’s nature.  It refers to prayer in the nature of what we know of Jesus.  Thus, praying in sin or in the absence of righteousness will not be answered.
3. It will counteract God’s declarative will (James 4:15, 2nd Coming, Rapture, Conversions, etc. depending on your theological viewpoint).  If we pray something that will cause God’s declarative will not to happen will not be answered.  For example, if the answer to your prayer will get in the way of someone’s conversion, it will not be answered.  
4. If there is a lack of some threshold of faith of the asker or the receiver of the prayer, then it may not be answered.  For example, there were certain places where Jesus could not do miracles (John 2:24; Mark 6:5).
5. It will not maximize the overall good for believers (Rom 8:28). If your prayer will in some way prevent the maximization of the overall good of believers, then it will not be answered.
6. God may use you as a change agent in your own prayer and so lack of obedience   to your own prayer may thwart a positive response.  For example, if one prays for a friend to accept Jesus but never witnesses to that person, they can’t expect changes.
7. You are asking for something that God can’t answer because it is not in His will or morals.
8. Preference: God may have no preference on the outcome of the prayer.  A silly example follows.  If you pray to ask God what color socks you should wear that day, God probably doesn’t have a preference.  It’s irrelevant to him.  In that case, you can wear whatever color socks you want.  The pattern in the Bible is that God doesn’t have preferences on non-moral choices.
9. Unbelievers cannot expect for God to answer their prayers or desires.  Why would God answer prayers of people who do not love Him or know Him?  Exceptions would be repentance of sins (Jonah 3) or possibly seeking God (Mt 7:7-8). 
In general, it is best to assume God will respond to your request.  Continue to pray boldly unless you hear otherwise from God.  Of the list above, only #3 is the one you cannot control.  #5 is somewhat out of your perspective.  

A Partial List of Prayers God Generally Answers
· Spiritual or moral growth especially when weak (James 5:14-15)
· Wisdom in trials (James 1:2)
· Words to speak in trials (Lk 12:11-12)
· Removal of demonic strongholds (Lord’s Prayer)
· Filling of the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18)
· Daily bread whether physical or spiritual (Lord’s Prayer)
· Boldness to act according to scripture (Eph 6:19-20)
· Open doors to evangelize (Col 4:3-4)
· Prayers for forgiveness (Lord’s Prayer; James 5:16)
· Endurance, joy, and patience in trials (1 Cor 1:8; Col 1:11-12)

· Comfort in trials (1 Cor 1:4)

· To know God better (Eph 1:17)

· For hope (Eph 1:18)

· Love, insight, discernment (Ph 1:9-10)

· Bear fruit for good work (Col 1:10)

· Strength and encouragement in good deeds (2 Th 2:17)

· Increasing strength and power from the Holy Spirit (Col 1:11)

· Increase of faith (Col 3:10)

· Increase in love for Christians and others (Col 3:12)

· Peace at all times in every way (2 Th 3:16)

God’s Will & Prayer

How does a believer discern God’s will for life decisions when God is silent in answering prayers?  Assuming the person has no obvious sin, lack of obedience, or lack of faith how does one continue?  Below are the steps one can follow to discern God’s will when God is silent or makes no comment after prayer.  God may choose other indirect ways to answer prayer besides the direct route.  In each of the following categories below, God need not speak in response to prayer.


Prayer 





Preference = At times, no other concept will apply and you may wonder why you don’t hear from God in prayer.  In such a case when nothing above applies, God probably doesn’t have a preference regarding your request.  The New Testament is surprisingly silent on non-moral issues of believers. Go ahead and make a decision according to your own preferences, desires, common sense, or cultural options.  If God really did have a preference, he will let you know somehow.





Bible = Use the Bible to determine God’s will when the Bible clearly speaks to the issue at hand.  These are issues of right or wrong.  For example, moral issues, commands, etc.





Open Doors = Sometimes the issue isn’t one of right and wrong or even directly mentioned in the Bible.  God will, at times, mysteriously open doors of opportunity for you (Col 4; Is 45:1; Rev 3:8).  He may even mysteriously close doors when He clearly wants you to go a different way (Acts 16:6). Look for open or closed doors as a result of prayer.





Wisdom = There is not always an open (or closed) door.  Use wisdom from wisdom literature (Prov., Eccl., etc.) or general knowledge of the Bible to make the best choice possible.  What is the wisest choice based on biblical values and knowledge?
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