John 4:1-42 Bible Study

1) Warm up for the group:

a) What dilemmas or challenges make it difficult for people to trust Jesus?  What is your typical response to such dilemmas?

2) Review of where we’ve been with our study:

a. John begins by revealing the glory of the Word, God’s Son, and describing those that either reject or embrace his revelation.
· John repeatedly comments on this (cf. 1:1-5, 11-14; 2:11, 23-25; 3:16-21, 31-36)
b. John the Baptist reveals Jesus as the Lamb of God (1:19-34).  

c. The last five sections before chapter 4 display Jesus revealing His glory through:

· Authoritatively calling 1st disciples 1:35-51.  

· Powerfully & mercifully changing water to wine, thus saving a groom from utter humiliation at his wedding 2:1-11.  

· Zealously purifying worship by cleansing the temple 2:12-25. 

· Powerfully giving new birth.  He describes this in a conversation with a dull, but curious religious leader, Nicodemus 3:1-21.  

· Humbling John, who submits His work to Jesus 3:22-36.  

3) Read John 4:1-26

4) Focus on John 4:1-18  

a) Where does Jesus end up stopping?  Why is he there?  [His fame is spreading, presumably He wishes not to become too famous too quickly, he is thirsty]
b) Describe the setting:  What time of day is it?  What is mid-day like in the Middle East?  

i) Why is she doing such hard labor at the hottest time of the day?

ii) Why isn’t anyone else there while they talk?  [The disciples have gone into town, the woman is out in the hottest part of the day-an attempt to be alone or an expression of her ostracized status?]
c) What issues does the woman initially raise in response to Jesus’ request for water?  [She is a Samaritan
 and a woman (typically ostracized by Rabbis)]
i) Why does she ask about Jesus’ cultural and religious barriers?
d) What does Jesus point out to her in vs. 10 that might indicate why He’s able to carry on this conversation?

e) What does she indicate is Jacob’s relationship to Jews and Samaritans? 
  
i) What might be implied by her question in v. 12?  [She essentially asks, “Are you greater than the one who is father to Jew and Samaritan?”]
f) What does Jesus promise the living water will bring?

i) How does this answer her question about him being greater than Jacob?

ii) What hope does she pick up from his response?  [She no longer would have to come out alone and ostracized to the well]
iii) Why does she wish to discontinue coming to the well?  [Perhaps as a release from her shame]
g) What is required from the woman to receive Jesus’ gift of living water? 

i) Why does Jesus require that she first get her husband?  
ii) What does he reveal to her further about himself through this request?  [How would a complete stranger know why she comes out alone?  He might surmise that she is an outcast, but he reveals to her the most intimate and likely shameful detail of her life.]
5) Focus in on 4:19-26

a) Jesus has so far shown himself greater than the originator of the Jews and Samaritans and having prophet-like ability to reveal sinful details about others’ lives.

i) Why does she pose this paradox to Jesus?
  [i.e.  How can two separate, hostile people, claiming to worship God in the only correct way, be brought together?]  
ii) How does her question tie together their interaction so far?  [Perhaps she is asking him if he is the messiah, the one who can unite Jew and Samaritan despite their dispute.]
b) What does Jesus do, in his answer, to remove the barrier between Jew and Samaritan?  [He essentially disintegrates the barrier by saying that the new means of worship will not be based on location, but on spirit and truth]
c) What do we learn from their interaction regarding how Jesus reveals His glory to a person?  

i) What did Jesus do?

ii) What did the woman do with what Jesus revealed to her?

6) Focus in on 4:27-42

a) What effect does Jesus’ revelation have on the woman?  On her relationship with Jesus?  With her town?  [Note that she leaves her water jugs (she has living water now!) and goes to her people unashamed to broadcast that she met someone who knows all her sins!]
b) What does she do with this revelation?  

i) How is her invitation to her village similar to how invitations to see Jesus?  [see John 1:40-46]
ii) In turn, how do her fellow Samaritans respond to Jesus’ revelation?

c) Why does Jesus react so strongly to his disciples question about eating?

i) How do their concerns compare with Jesus’?

ii) Evaluate the quality of their reaping in Samaria.
iii) How do the disciples handle His revealed glory compared to the woman?
7) What do we learn about the process of people coming to embrace Jesus from this passage?
a) What has Jesus revealed about himself to you through his word today?

b) How do these words challenge you to invite others to ‘come and see’ his greatness?

c) Take some time and pray for those around you that through you his light might be revealed.

� Samaritans were a people group that were conquered then intermingled with Assyrians.  They were also left over from a revolt against Solomon.  They had established an alternative site of worship on Mt. Gerizim, in competition with temple worship in Jerusalem.  They also held that only the 1st five books of the OT were authoritative.  Jews viewed them as racial and religious half-breeds.  


� Jacob was the father of both the Samaritans and the Jews.  He was the name bearer of the whole people of God.  He gave the well for both Jews and Samaritans to use, but particularly to Joseph (Gen 48:22).


� Mount Gerizim was connected to Abraham’s place of sacrifice (Gen 12:-7).  The Pentateuch and Decalogue are tied intimately into this site as a place of worship, blessing, and a sign of God’s promise.  The Jews rejected this, due to their commitment to the entire OT, in favor of Jerusalem.
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