John 3.22-36 Bible Study


1. Warm up for the group:  What makes humility such a difficult virtue for American Christians to nurture?
2. Review of where we’ve been with our study:

a. John has begun his book by revealing who the Word is and the ministry of the Word to His world which rejects him.

b. He then moves on to speak of John the Baptist’s revelation of Jesus as the Lamb of God (1:19-34).

c. The last five sections before chapter 4 display Jesus revealing His glory through:

i. Authoritatively calling 1st disciples 1:35-51.

ii. Powerfully & mercifully changing water to wine, thus saving a groom from utter humiliation at his wedding 2:1-11.

iii. Zealously purifying worship by cleansing the temple 2:12-25.

iv. Powerfully giving new birth.  He describes this in a conversation with a dull, but curious religious leader, Nicodemus 3:1-21.

v. Another godly leader John, submits His work to Jesus 3:22-36

3. Why might Jesus’ activity of baptizing others rankle John’s followers?

a. What concerns do they raise with John and what likely underlies these?

4. What attitude does John take toward his disciples’ questions?

a. To what does John appeal to seek to settle the matter with them?

b. How has John already sought to discourage this sort of problem?  [See 1:6-9, 15, an 19-34]

c. How does John’s parable of the bridegroom and friend underscore his convictions?

d. Why is it absurd to compare John with Jesus?

5. What pattern regarding Jesus Christ’s relationship to the world do we see again repeated in v. 31-36?  [Consider 3:16-21; 2:22-24; 1:10-13]
a. What is emphasized about Jesus’ utter uniqueness in these last verses?
6. Comparing John with Nicodemus:
a. What insight do we gain into what true discipleship should be like in Christ?

b. Do you find it easy or difficult to esteem Jesus in his uniqueness and greatness?  Why?

� Aenon and Salim where on the west side of the Jordan, in rather anonymous territory, likely out of reach of most Jewish leaders.  This may indicate that Jesus and John wished to avoid scrutiny.





