John 3.1-21
Bible Study

1. Read John 3:1-36 and pray together for your study.

2. Why do you think Nicodemus came to Jesus (consider that he is a Pharisee and how they’ve viewed Jesus’ ministry from John 2:18-20)?

a. Why might it be significant that Nicodemus visited Jesus at night?

b. How does Nicodemus apparently view Jesus (at least according to what he calls him)?

3. (v. 3-8) John again introduces an antinomy (an idea with potentially diametrically different meanings) in his gospel, this time regarding being born again.

a. Why does Jesus respond to Nicodemus’s pronouncement in v. 2 with his declarations about God’s kingdom?

b. What apparently troubles Nicodemus about Jesus’ descriptions about God’s kingdom in v. 3 & 5?

4. How Jesus relate the ideas of rebirth and the spirit’s wind-like movement to God’s Kingdom (consider the mystery of God’s working, inexplicable transformation, new life, etc.)?  
a. What do these two metaphors in v. 3-8 tell us about the nature of God’s kingdom?
b. Why is it not fully possible to comprehend God’s working in bringing someone to see, grasp, and join his kingdom?
5. (v. 10) Why does Jesus react so strongly to Nicodemus’s poor understanding?

a. How might this further clarify Nicodemus’s intent and sincerity in v. 2?

b. Why does Jesus use the analogy of Moses and the serpent when addressing Nicodemus and possibly the Pharisees in general?
i. What did God do through the bronze snake for Israel (Num 21:4-9)?
ii. What has Nicodemus failed to grasp about God’s kingdom and Jesus?  How is this disbelief?
6. In v. 15, John likely moves away from describing Nicodemus’s conversation with Jesus and into a brief commentary on belief in and salvation through the Son.  [v. 15-21 is the third summary John has given regarding the coming of Jesus and the worlds’ response (see also 1:9-13 and 2:23-25).]
a. What does John point out are the wider implications of God sending the Son?

b. What are the promised results of belief and disbelief in the Son?
c. What descriptions does John give of those who refuse to believe in the Son?

d. What are some of the themes you see repeated in v. 15-21 from the beginning of John (1:1-18)?  (Light vs. darkness, Jesus is God, people bearing witness, receiving the Son vs. rejecting the Son, grace and truth, etc.)
7. How has your own conversion to following Christ had the marks of God’s mysterious power and movement?  Offer words of gratitude for God’s work in rebirthing you.
8. Who might we pray that you know still walks around in the dark regarding Jesus?

