John 2 Bible Study

1) Warm up for the group:

a) Has God surprised you in the last year by doing something unexpected?  What was your immediate reaction?  Did thinking about it over time change your perspective on His action?

2) Review of where we’ve been with our study:

a) John’s prologue establishes critical truths about the nature of Jesus and His relationship to the world:

i) He was God himself

ii) He created all things

iii) The world dwells in darkness, does not overcome him, and many reject him though they owed everything to Him.

iv) Some believe, are given privileged, child-like position in Christ.

v) His glory and grace upon grace begin spreading to others

vi) He is being made known among people.

b) John then enters fully on the scene to:

i) Clarify his identity-not Jesus

ii) Clarify his ministry-much inferior to Jesus’ coming ministry

iii) Clarify to his own disciples who they should follow-the Lamb of God who takes away the world’s sin

c) The Light comes to the darkness and:

i) People begin to respond to Jesus

ii) People begin to introduce others to Jesus

iii) People submit themselves to His greatness.

Read John 2 

Focus on John 2:1-12

1) What crisis prompts Mary’s conversation with Jesus?  Why is the problem of no wine at a wedding such a calamity?  [Compare it to running out of food at your own wedding, the embarrassment, etc.]
2) Describe the conversation between Jesus and Mary.

a) Ask 2 people to read the exchange.

b) Are there indications that Jesus might be doing something besides being rude in talking with his mother?  [Consider that he actually does act]
c) What are His reservations about acting?  What hour does he refer to?
  

3) How does Jesus ultimately respond to his mother’s request?

a) Who results from the miracle?

b) Who is aware of what has just happened? [Mary, his disciples, servants]  Who is not? []
c) What do those who realize what has transpired do as a result of their awareness of Jesus’ miracle?

Focus on John 2:13-25

1) Describe the setting, time of year, etc. in which this takes place.

a) What is occurring in the temple?

b) For what purpose was the temple generally intended? [It was the center of worship, God was supposed to dwell there] Who gathered where the money exchanging occurred?  [It was open to all people, the area where these things were sold was the court of the Gentiles which was intended for foreigners to come and worship God]
2) What reasons does Jesus give for clearing out the temple?  [It was His Father’s house]
a) How would characterize Jesus actions?  What motivates them?  [The temple was used for worship, God doesn’t accept worship that is tainted by greed, profiteering, etc.]
i) Look at Psalm 69:9b.  What further is learned about why Jesus does this?
  [perhaps that Jesus so closely identified himself with God that any injustice done to God was done to him]
b) How do the disciples finally explain His temple cleansing?

3) How does Jesus answer the Jews’ opposition to this audacious act?

4) What is further revealed about why Jesus has the right to cleanse the temple from His answer?

a) What is revealed about Jesus’ view of worship from his actions?

5) What role does Scripture play in illuminating His actions to His disciples?  What process is required before they fully understand?

Summarize how this portion of Scripture connects with the beginning of John’s gospel (1:1-18).

1) Characterize the different reactions to the signs Jesus has given so far in John.

2) How does Jesus display that He is light shining in the darkness in these two historical accounts?

a) Who receives him?  Who does not?  What are the reasons for their reactions?

3) How does Jesus display his glory, full of grace and truth in these two accounts?

Application
1) How has the Lord Jesus been revealing His mercy to you these days?  His authority?

a) Where do you find it challenging to recognize His mercy?

b) Where do you find it challenging to respond to His authority?

c) Pray accordingly.

� [See Jn. 12:23, 24; 13:1; 17:1 for possible solutions]


� Money changing was a highly lucrative exchange business which capitalized on the requirement that worshipers use a shekel for their offering instead of a Roman coin.


� Psalm 69 is a song about someone in dire distress, who is calling upon God, expecting deliverance from an awful fate, and finally seeing His enemies vanquished.  It is also the Psalm that the church looked towards to explain why Judas betrayed Jesus (see Acts 1:20).





