John 1:19-51 Discussion Questions

1. What do you think is the most important feature of God revealing himself to people?

2. Read John 1:19-51 & pray together for your study.

John 1:19-34
3. Why might the Jewish leaders be curious about John’s identity?

a) What is surprising about the way John answers questions about his identity?
b) Why might John be answering in this fashion? (consider his humility, his eagerness to reveal Christ, etc.)
4. What does John clarify immediately and at length about why he is baptizing? (preparation, revelation, etc.)
a) Notice that John repeats the phrases “You do not know [him]” (v. 26) and "I did not know him" in (v. 31 & 33) in connection to his baptismal work.  Why does he point out peoples’ ignorance regarding Jesus?
5. What do the Pharisees apparently connect his baptismal work with?

a) How does John's baptism compare to Jesus' baptism?  
b) What is significant about Jesus' ability to baptize with the Holy Spirit?

c) What role does the Spirit play in John's in Jesus’ ministry?
John 1:35-51
6. How does each disciple (Andrew, Simon, Philip, and Nathanael) come to know Jesus?

a) Describe their responses to Jesus?

b) What is unique about Jesus' interaction with Nathanael compared to the others?

c) How are the individuals in this story connected?  What might this suggest about the means of Jesus' revelation?

7. What are some of the different ways Jesus is revealed in this passage?  (through John's testimony, through the testimony of John's disciples, through families, and by the Holy Spirit)
8. What titles are given to Jesus in this passage? What might these titles reveal about the character of Jesus?

9. What themes in John’s prologue (John 1:1-18) are further expressed in this section?

a) light and darkness

b) right to become children of God

c) The Word’s pre-incarnate greatness

10. What encouragement might we take away from Christ’s work and revelation in this section of John? 

a) How did Jesus reveal himself to you?  

b) What are different ways you've seen Jesus reveal himself to people you know?  

