Looking Back
Take some time to settle yourself. Invite the H8pirit to help you quiet your mind. Review your
calendar and journal for the past two months.
List the people, projects, and events that havemed your time.
What emotions colored your experiences?
When did you sense that Jesus was present to you?
When did he seem distant or you seem distant frion? h
Note any life lessons or themes that have surféaregbu in this time. Offer that up to Jesus.
Expectation- What do you hope will happen duringrfime with Jesus today? What do you
seek? Tell him that.

Be Strong and Courageous- Joshua 1:1-9

! After the death of Moses the servant of the LOR®,
LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aid®éloses
my servant is dead. Now then, you and all thesplpeget
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land bhout to
give to them—to the Israelited! will give you every place
where you set your foot, as | promised Mo$esgour
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanonddrom
the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite doy#r-to
the Great Sea on the wesho one will be able to stand up
against you all the days of your life. As | washwiloses,
so | will be with you; | will never leave you naorsake
you.

Crossing the Jordan, Steve Stuckey, 2007 Acrylic on ° "Be Strong and courageous, because you will leaset
Paper people to inherit the land | swore to their forb&as to give
them.” Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey

all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not from it to the right or to the left, that you mag b
successful wherever you doDo not let this Book of the Law depart from yououth; meditate on it
day and night, so that you may be careful to deyhmg written in it. Then you will be prosperoasd
successful’ Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courag&ausot be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with yawherever you go."

! Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNAGNAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 Bibliddsed by permission of
Zondervan. All rights reserved. The "NIV" and "Névternational Version" trademarks are registerethéUnited States Patent and Trademark Office by
Biblica. Use of either trademark requires the pesiin of Biblica.



Reflection Questions:Joshua and the people of Israel face a majoritiamsMoses has died and

the nomadic people are preparing to enter a ldled fivith danger and opportunity. Describe the
transition that you and the people you serve felosv do you feel? Tell the Lord. What promise has
Joshua been given and why should he trust the peshWhy should you? Be strong and courageous are
gualities of being. What does it look like whengbaualities are at work in you? (note: courage is
derived from the Latin word “cor” meaning “heart.he root word in Hebrew means “be alert.”). In

order to be courageous, what does the Lord sayidaslst “be alert” to? What does it mean to
meditate? What helps or hinders you and your stsdesm doing so? Note the promise that brackets
the exhortation? How does this passage speak tdij@today?

Take some time to walk around and enjoy the gardérs His gift to you
today.

Gabriel Marcel distinguished between approachifegds a problem and entering it as a mystery. If we
deal with life as a problem, we reduce it to whatean do something about; we are concerned with
figuring out and fixing. And, while there is an immpant place for figuring things out and fixing theif
that is all that we do we become myopic, mangedsnaachanics of what is immediately before us, with
no peripheral vision and no horizons. We miss rmbsfe. But if we approach life as a mystery, we a
forever coming upon meanings that exceed our defiig, energy and resources unguessed in our
calculations. “Mystery is not the absence of megniout the presence of more meaning that we can
comprehend.”

Eugene Peterson in The Unnecessary Pagage 69

| feel more and more convinced that only a spititpavhich thus puts the whole emphasis on the
Reality of God, perpetually turning to Him, losiitgelf in Him, refusing to allow even the most
pressing work or practical problems, even sin aildrie, to distract from God- only this is a safe
foundation for spiritual work. This alone is abtekeep alive the awed, adoring sense of the mgsteri
among which we move, and of the tiny bit whichtet best we ourselves can apprehend of them- and
yet, considering that immensity and our tininess,marvel of what we do know and feel.

Evelyn Underhill, Concerning the Inner Life, Padge 2

"Certainty is the mark of the common-sense lifeicgyus uncertainty is the mark of the spirituad.lifo
be certain of God means that we are uncertain oualways, we do not know what a day may bring
forth. This is generally said with a sigh of sadnésshould be rather an expression of breathless
expectation. We are uncertain of the next stepyauare certain of God. Immediately we abandon to
God, and do the duty that lies nearest, He pack#fewith surprises all the time."

Oswald Chambers "My Utmost for His Highest"

MS-Joshua 1, Courage; CSUN- September 2009



