Submit to One Another

Mark 10:35-45 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. Who is the greatest person you have ever met and what do you think makes him/her so?
Summary and Introduction of Mark 10:35-45—Read aloud the paragraph below.

At this point of Mark’s gospel, Jesus’ death is impending, and his disciples seem completely baffled about what this means with regards to Christ’s kingship.  They seem unconcerned about Jesus’ numerous statements that he will die and choose, instead, to believe that his coronation cannot be far off.  They have been close enough to see first hand the power of his kingdom to heal the ill, to provide food from and in the middle of nowhere, and even to raise the dead to life.  Perhaps they will even witness Jesus bringing about the kingdom in Jerusalem during the Passover.  They may well imagine they will see mighty King Jesus sack the Romans and sit on the throne of David.  Mark describes in chapter 9 Mark that the disciples are embarrassed when Jesus overhears their bickering about who is the greatest in Christ’s kingdom.  It is as though all they have heard from Jesus is “I am going to be king and glorified,” while being tone deaf to his numerous statements about the way to that glory—death.  So James and John shrewdly pull Jesus aside to try to seal their future roles in Christ’s glorious kingdom. 

2. Read Mark 10:35-45 and pray together for your study of God’s Word.

Jesus’ Way of Greatness:  Death to Self, Service of Others
1. Describe the tone and posture that James and John have in coming to Jesus.
a. What does their request in verses 35 & 37 reveal about their central concerns and motivations?

b. With regards to their role in Jesus’ kingdom, what do they seem to hope will come from their request?

2. How does Jesus’ response in vs. 38-40 immediately shake their hopes?
a. What is the baptism and cup to which Jesus refers in vs. 38-39?  You may wish to look at Mark 8:34-38, 9:30-32, and 10:32-34 for further insight into his meaning.

3. What do James and John miss regarding attaining grandeur in Jesus’ kingdom?
4. Why do you think the other ten disciples were so riled by James and John (vs. 41)?
a. What counter examples to greatness does Jesus hold up for them in vs. 42?

b. Have you seen this sort of self-serving leadership by Christians?  How did this affect your ability to serve?
5. What definition and example does Jesus offer his followers to counter the world’s idea of greatness (vs. 43-45)?
a. What very real problems and challenges does following Jesus’ path to “greatness” offer us as his disciples?

b. Practically, what would becoming a “slave to all” look like for you, today in:

i) Your family

ii) Your job

iii) Your participation in Christ’s global mission
c. What do you need from Jesus to become more of a servant like him?
Proclaim the Good News with One Another (Part I)

Psalm 67 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. Try to recall a meaningful compliment that you once received.  

a. What made it special to you?

b. How did it make you feel about yourself and about the person who gave it to you?

c. Did receiving the compliment affect your desire to live up to the compliment?  

Summary and Introduction of Psalm 67—Read aloud the below paragraph.

C. S. Lewis once wrote that glimpses of greater realities beyond us could be caught listening to a beautiful musical piece or observing a magnificent painting.  The psalm writers believe this fully.  They write in intentional, yet subtle, manners about the worthiness and grandeur of God.  They encourage and sometimes command us to arrest our attention upon the ultimate beauty of the universe, God himself.  However, the psalmists are not otherworldly in their muses.  Frequently hardships of life can be the most poignant instructor under God’s lordship and the psalmists often juxtapose suffering with God’s goodness.  Finally, and above all, the psalms are God’s people at prayer, recordings of their worship given to a sufficient, good and holy God.  Psalm 67 invites us to look over the shoulder of God’s people and to join our voice with their worship.

2. Read Psalm 67 silently and then read it aloud together.  Pray together for your study of God’s Word.

God’s Blessing Sought that the World Might Worship Him

3.  Often Hebrew poetry uses structure to stress key ideas.  What different parts do you notice in this psalm?  Hints:  

a. Look at how the beginning and the end of the psalm connect (vs. 1 & 7).

b. Look for repeated words or ideas.

c. Note changes in how God is addressed, especially from verses 1 to 2 and 6 to 7.

4. Who is either the subject or object of each verse in the psalm?

a. What appears to be the consuming concern of the psalmist?

5. How does he connect God’s working among God’s people to the rest of the world (vs. 1-2)?

a. What does he long for the world to understand about God’s work (vs. 3-5)?

b. What does he affirm about what God already doing among the nations (vs. 4)?

6. The phrase Christians use for God caring for, loving and ruling the whole world is common grace.  This is different from saving grace because one does not have to be a Christian to benefit from it.  

a. Can you identify specific ways God today is displaying his common grace to the world around you, whether they acknowledge it or not?

7. Does it seem strange to you that the psalmist would connect God’s work in his people to his revealing himself to the world?  Why or why not?

8. What does the psalmist ultimately hope God’s blessings and revelations to his people will produce?

a. John Piper, an American pastor and author, contends that worship of God is the ultimate goal of all reality.  Why might the psalmist agree with him?

Proclaim the Good News with One Another (Part 2)

Acts 1:1-11 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. Share about a situation where you misread or failed to read the instruction manual.

a. What happened as a result?  How did this mistake teach you?

Summary and Introduction of Acts 1:1-11—Read aloud the paragraph below.

Jesus is risen from the dead.  This simple affirmation has been at the heart of Christian life and ministry from the very beginning of the Christian church.  The Book of Acts is an account of Jesus’ actions and teachings by the Spirit through his first generation followers.  Luke’s book helps Christ’s followers to understand Jesus’ intentions for them following his resurrection from the dead and ascension into heaven.  Luke also clarifies for us that there are inherent traps of selfishness, passivity, deceitfulness, prejudice, etc. that must be overcome for Jesus’ mission to go forward.  Jesus commands that his kingdom be advanced through his followers, weak as they might be, by the Holy Spirit.  They have been given the Holy Spirit to speak his words and enact his deeds.

2. Read Acts 1:1-11 and pray together for your study of God’s Word.

Jesus, Alive, Instructs Leaders, Anticipates Spirit’s Empowerment

1. What does Jesus give to them for ministry after his being taken up to heaven (vs. 1-5 & 7-8)?

a. Why does Jesus go to such lengths to prepare them for what will happen next?

2. What are the disciples’ states of mind, as displayed in their words and actions (vs. 6 & 10)?

a. Seen through Jesus’ response, what errors exist in their question to him in vs. 6?

3. How do the apostles’ ideas regarding Jesus’ kingdom contrast what Jesus intends (vs.6 & 8)?

a. What would the apostles’ desire for an immediate kingdom in Israel mean for the world?  

b. How do Jesus and later the two men seek to correct their misunderstanding (vs. 8 & 11)?  

c. What is kingdom power to be used rightly for in Jesus’ understanding?  

4. What terms might you use to describe Jesus’ ascension into heaven?

a. What net effect do the men’s words in vs. 11 have immediately and in the days ahead on them (see Acts 1:14 & 2:38-41)?

5. What are ways we have a wrong or skewed vision of the Kingdom of God in our own world?  Think in terms of preoccupation, with ourselves or with the future as opposed to participation in Jesus’ present, spreading kingdom.

a. How are we like the disciples in our excessive naval gazing or self-preoccupation?

b. How does Jesus’ kingdom challenge our temptation to establish a Christian political kingdom on earth?

c. How does assurance of Jesus establishing his kingdom challenge our passivity?

6. What implications does Jesus’ power-filled ascension have for us now?  Think in terms of:

a. His assured return
b. Our participation in Jesus’ eyewitness mission to the ends of the earth

Poured-out power from God for going into the world
Accept One Another (Part 1)

Luke 15 Study

By John Bayon 


Opening Question

1.  What makes accepting outsiders into a group difficult, even as Christians?  

Summary and Introduction of Luke 15—Read aloud the paragraph below.

There is nothing quite like hearing a good story told by a master yarn spinner.  Jesus used stories or parables in a masterful fashion.  He would tell them to overcome people’s defenses, to make truth about his kingdom memorable, and to encourage those carefully listening to respond to his words.  In Luke 15, Jesus answers the indignant protests of religious leaders around him who see, rightly, his dining with outsiders as a sign of his acceptance of them and, they fear, these sinners’ behaviors.   So he launches into three parables with the aim of helping to both explain his actions to them and to invite them to see themselves not as moral superiors to contemporary rejects, but instead as those who also need God’s mercy.  Each parable focuses in upon something that is lost that is of great value to their owner.  He emphasizes their value by increasing their uniqueness with each progressive story (one lost sheep of ninety-nine, one lost coin of ten, one lost son of two).  The first two parables end with a community celebration.  He says that finding each one is a picture of repentance, a curious idea considering that sheep and coins are rather passive animals or objects.  How is actively being found by another repentance?  The three together encourage us to ponder what biblical repentance is like and how our Heavenly Father invites us to respond to him.  

1. How would you describe the youngest son’s request of the father (vs. 12)?  

a. When do people typically acquire a part of their parent’s estate?

b. What happens to the older brother in this exchange (12)?

c. What does the father lose in this exchange?

2. How would you describe the usage of the estate by his youngest son (vs. 13)?

a. Beyond money, what else does he end up losing?  

3. What prompts the change that comes about in the youngest son (vs. 17)?  

a. Describe his plan and execution of it (18-19)?  Does it proceed as expected (20)?

b. What does the father initially do to utterly turn upside down his coming back as a slave?

c. What is his response to the father’s lavish grace (21)? 

d. What is his father’s response then to his son’s unconditional repentance (22-24)?

4. What crisis does his brother’s return produce for the older brother (vs. 28)?

a. What hinders him from entering into this family celebration (29-30)?

b. Why is the brother’s self-righteousness and indignation so inappropriate?

c. What does the father do towards him that parallels his actions toward the younger son (28)?

d. What is missing from the story of the father’s interaction with the older brother?  

e. Why is there no statement about heavenly joy at the end of the last parable?  

5. What do these parables teach us about why Jesus spends time with social outcasts?

a. How do these parables challenge our attitudes towards “outsiders”?  

b. How does God use his work in others to change us?

c. What realities from these accounts challenge our ideas about ministry to people unlike us?

Accept One Another (Part 2)

1 Corinthians 12 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. What is the most meaningful team situation in which you have participated?  

a. What ways did you other’s abilities compliment your own?

Summary and Introduction of 1 Corinthians 12—Read aloud the below paragraph.

Distinctive living, humility, gracefulness, Christ-above-all:  These are the terms Paul uses in his letter to Christians in Corinth to describe new life in Christ.  Instead the Corinthians are mightily struggling to resemble the gospel they claim to know.  Their spiritual waywardness contrasts the Spirit-empowered, Christ-centered living that Paul argues is essential.  Earlier in 1 Corinthians, Paul contrasts God’s people with the wider world.  He particularly focuses on their understanding of a Christ-like view of wisdom.  Their illegitimate favoritism of others, sexual perversity and scandalizing lawsuits are outward signs that they have not carefully understood the radical call to transformation in Christ.  He instead turns our attention to the wisdom of the cross—foolishness to those who reject it, but wisdom and power to those who know its work of forgiveness.

Read 1 Corinthians 12 together.  Pray together for your study of God’s Word.

12:4-11-The Spirit Uniquely Determines Gifting for Serving All

1. What realities does Paul here say all Christians share (vs. 4-6 & 11)?

2. What does he highlight as the source of these commonalities (vs. 6 & 11)?

3. Try to categorize the various gifts Paul speaks of here.  Are there any shared commonalities or relationships between them?

4. Why do you think, as Paul emphasizes the uniqueness of a disciple’s gifting, he stresses that they all come from the same Spirit?

a. What might this repeated emphasis in chapter 12 tell us about why Paul is writing to them about spiritual gifts?

b. What are the purposes for these gifts in Paul’s mind?

12:12-20-Disparate Parts Functionally Vital to Whole Body

1. Paul uses a body image to continue emphasizing the uniqueness and wholeness of Christians.

a. What do Paul’s rhetorical statements in verses 15-16 potentially say about the attitude of some Corinthian Christians towards others?

b. Why does Paul seek to refute such inferiority complexes and arrogant attitudes?

c. What is absurd, according to Paul’s analogy, in having only one or limited giftings within a Christian body?

2. How have you seen envy or jealousy destructively harm individual Christians or Christian groups?

12:21-27-Vulnerable Parts Shown Particular Care, Preserves Wholeness

1. How is Paul’s argument regarding the care for weaker parts so contrary to how people instinctively treat the insignificant?

2. Why does Paul argue that the lesser should be thus treated?

3. What is the source of their value?

Application

1. What portion(s) of Christ’s body (think in terms of within our church, other churches or other groups of Christians) do you struggle to value and honor?  Why?

2. Share one unique gift you bring to your small group.  What ways could you be sure to try to use it for serving others?

3. Pray that your small group would value each other freed from envy or inferiority complexes. 

Pray for One Another

James 5:13-20 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. Are you presently in a job or in a school where you are encouraged to ask for help?

a. Do you find it easy or difficult to seek aid there when you need it?  Why or why not?

Summary and Introduction of James 5:13-20—Read aloud the paragraph below.

Our world is full of more books, opportunities to learn, access to information about the minutiae of life than at any point in the world’s history.  Yet reading the latest headline or considering our own follies tells us that all this is insufficient for insight into how to live rightly and wisely.  God’s Word promises such guided direction for life, particularly in the wisdom books of the Bible (e.g. Proverbs and Job).  James is just such a book, giving guidance on how to find and grasp God’s wisdom for living fruitfully.  Prayer, in James’ thinking, is central to gaining the gift of wisdom.  Prayer encourages us to actively depend upon God.  Whether we avail ourselves of the privilege of prayer reveals just how reliant we are upon God.

2. Read James 5:13-20 aloud together.  Pray together for your study of God’s Word.

God’s Promised Insight and Grace for Dependent
3. Describe the different situations that James deems appropriate for prayer (vs. 13).

a. What might this range of situations reveal about prayer?  God?  Us?

4. Looking more closely at his descriptions of praying for sickness and sin:

a. Who is involved with these prayers (vs. 14 & 16)?

b. What sort of Christian community would care for people in this manner?

5. Why does James use the extra-ordinary example of Elijah’s prayers (vs. 17)? [1 Kings 17:1-6]

a. What did he do that we can copy?

b. Why is it significant that James describes him as a human being, just like us?

c. Summarize together James’ convictions about prayer.  Consider—James 1:2-8; James 4:1-9; James 4:13-17—Have three people read.

6. What other roles should God’s people take in the spiritual well being of others (19)?

a. What can we learn about James’ convictions about Christians loving one another?  Consider—James 2:1-4; James 3:13-18; James 4:11-12—Have three people read.

7. In what ways does your fellowship group or our church connect loving one another to prayer?

a. Are there changes or growth steps you could take with others in this area?

b. In what ways are you presently joyful, sorrowed, ill, or otherwise in need of prayer?

Love One Another

John 15:9-17 Study

By John Bayon & Wayne State InterVarsity Student Leaders


Opening Question

1.  Can you recall a situation that got you into serious trouble as a child?  

a. How did your parents respond?  Harshly, lovingly, coldly, etc.?  

b. Was there anything lasting that you gained from your error?

Summary and Introduction of John 15:9-17—Read aloud the paragraph below.

Our world loves relationships.  If we are not consumed with relationships in our family and with friends, we are reading on the Internet about the next Hollywood marital crisis.  Relationships matter a great deal to God as well.  Jesus used his final hours with his closest friends to go to great pains to explain how their relationships would be transformed by his death and resurrection.  They would be given Jesus’ example of dying for the one’s he loved and the ministry work of the Holy Spirit to move them towards relational renovation.  Jesus uses the image of grape production in a vineyard to explain what the process of relational transformation will look like.  Like a branch connected to the vine, Jesus says that his disciples must remain connected into his teaching, working to understand it and live it.   God also promises to sustain the nourishment and growth of Jesus’ followers by “cutting off” useless parts of their lives so that relational health with God will be sustained.  Without this sometimes painful process, we would become increasing impotent in our relationship with the Father.  He promises that clear communication and relational wholeness with God the Father will result from all this.  The rest of the world will take note as well as his followers love each other.  We turn now to discuss the end result of the Father’s foliage clearing:  Loving others to God’s glory.

2. Read John Chapter 15 and pray together for your study of God’s Word.

Fruit-bearing Defined:  Imitate Jesus’ Love for Disciples! 

3. What reference point does Jesus use to explain love and friendship to His disciples (vs. 9)?  

a. Why is commanding someone to love ironic?  

b. Why then did Jesus command it?

4. Why would remaining in Jesus’ love by responding to his command cultivate joy?  

5. What transformation does Jesus describe has happened in his relationship with the disciples (vs. 14-15)?  

a. What significant difference is there between being a friend and a servant? 

b. What privileges and responsibilities accompany their status as Jesus’ friends (vs. 16-17)?

c. How does this friendship transform praying in the person and name of Christ (vs. 16)?

6. Name a “pruning” experience you have had over the past few months?  How have you responded to the Father’s loving, yet difficult, correction?

7. Jesus’ great command is for His disciples to mirror His death for one another (vs. 17).  What makes it difficult for you to answer Jesus’ call to you to serve others in such a sacrificial manner?  Pray about this together.

Encourage One Another

Hebrews 10:19-25 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. If you could change one thing about yourself, what might that be?

a. Do you think people who know you best would answer the same way?  Why or why not?

Summary and Introduction of Hebrews 10:19-25 —Read aloud the paragraph below.

Shadows in the Michigan winter cast long, ominous shades that sometimes never seem to end.  Hebrews proclaims that in Christ’s coming, much of the shadow of the Old Testament has faded in his searing light.  He is the one who is greater than the angels, Moses, Aaron, and even the provisions of the Law itself.  The Law’s ‘shadow’ of sacrifice has found its reality in Jesus.  Spiritual difficulties such as the lack of full assurance of forgiveness resulted from the repeated sacrifice of animals required in the Law.  God’s dissatisfaction towards the incomplete Old Testament sacrifices was instead fulfilled in Jesus.  In Christ, full freedom from guilt because of our faith in Jesus brings fully acceptable worship of God.  We learn earlier in Hebrews 10 about what Jesus’ sacrifice accomplished for those who place their hope in Him.  The author emphasizes that being made holy, perfect and forgiven are all past events for those in Christ.  Do you see yourself as holy, perfect, and forgiven before God in Christ since coming to trust in Jesus?  If not, you may be failing to move from the shadows into Jesus’ glorious light.

2. Read Hebrews 10:19-25 and pray together for your study of God’s Word.

Transformed People Exhorted to Live Changed Lives

3. What four things does this section encourage us to do as Christians?  

4. If we trust in Jesus, what sort of attitude should we have towards approaching God (vs. 19 & 22)?  

a. Is this your attitude when you pray to God?  Why or why not?

5. What place is there in the Christian faith for doubting God’s forgiveness of us?  

a. What things can cause us to slip into such doubt?

6. In what ways do you find you’re encouraged by Christians to serve God?  

a. What ways would you like to see our church fellowship and/or your small group grow in doing so?

7. What hinders you or others you know from regularly spending time with other Christians?  

a. How has meeting with Christians encouraged your growth in Christ?

b. Close by praying together for ways you need God to grow you in one of these four areas (intimacy with God, doubting God’s forgiveness, encouraging each other to serve God, or faithfully meeting with other believers).  

Carry One Another’s Burdens

Mark 2:1-12 Study

By John Bayon


Opening Question

1. What is the most recent time you sought the help of another for something significant?

a. How did you feel about doing so and how did they respond?

Summary and Introduction of Mark 2:1-12—Read aloud the paragraph below.

Jesus’ kingdom is in motion.  Over the last one hundred years there has been more progress and accompanying martyrdom in spreading good news about Jesus than any other period of church history.  All over the world people are responding to Jesus’ lordship.  Reading Mark’s gospel, we cannot but be impressed that this contemporary kingdom growth reflects the very beginning of Jesus’ kingdom work and proclamation.  What Mark impresses upon Christ’s followers is to respond by faith in Jesus the king.  Faith is knowing something definitive about Jesus and acting on that confidence in him.  

In Mark 2, Jesus’ reputation has grown and many want to hear him to receive his authoritative words and healing.  Just before our passage we learn that Jesus healed a man with serious skin ailments.  Instead of obeying Jesus’ command to keep this quiet, he goes out and trumpets it to all.  As a result Jesus’ finds his next stop at a house literally packed, cheek-to-jowl, with people.  Four men wish to bring their paralyzed friend to Jesus, but find themselves unable to get to him whom they have heard has authority to do God’s miracles.

2. Read Mark 2:1-12 and pray together for your study of God’s Word.

Visible Faith:  Responding to Jesus! 

3. Describe the actions the four friends and paralyzed man take to get to Jesus (vs. 3-4).  What does this tell you about them and their understanding of Jesus?  

4. What surprises you about Jesus’ response to them (vs. 5)?  

a. How does Jesus’ actions compare with the five men’s original expectations?

b. Can you share about praying for a friend and seeing God do answering differently from your prayers?

5. Why do the law teachers’ take serious exception to Jesus’ words (vs. 6-7)?

6. Discuss Jesus’ responses to their charges in vs. 7-11.

a. How does he display his power in his initial discussion with the teachers (vs. 8)?

b. What does Jesus’ test in vs. 9-11 seek to further reveal about him?

c. Which is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to heal someone?  Think in terms of which one can be verified.

7. What are ways we might measure our understanding of Jesus’ greatness and authority?

a. How does Jesus’ power encourage you to bring people to him?

b. What are means that we can do so?  Think creatively and pray together about ways to “carry” people to Jesus.

Admonish One Another

Matthew 7:1-6 Study

By John Bayon 


Opening Question

1.  Who is the person from whom you are most likely to receive criticism positively?

a. What is it about this person that gives you a willing and listening ear?

Summary and Introduction of Matthew 7:1-6—Read aloud the paragraph below.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.”  So begins perhaps the most well-known teaching by Jesus in the New Testament, the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus has gathered his followers together to give them essential instructions on how they must now live under his kingship.  He begins with a series of beatitudes or blessings, describing the manner in which kingdom followers flourish.  It looks completely upside-down from the world’s understanding.  Humility and self-effacement are the key starting points, not resume building.  Throughout the sermon he exerts his kingship—first explaining that he is the very fulfillment of the Law, then authoritatively interpreting it; laying down what true spirituality is about, then teaching his followers how to pray, and so on.  Here we join in while Jesus lays down expectations for treating one another in his kingdom.

2. Read Matthew 7:1-6 and pray together for your study of God’s Word.

Self-Evaluation Frees for Accurate, Kingdom-minded Assessments 

3. What warnings does Jesus give his disciples in this section—there are several?

4. What danger is implicit in our judgments or measurements of others?

a. How can the trap of hypocrisy be avoided, according to Jesus (vs. 3-5)?

5. What is the pathway or means to actually make judgments that are godly (vs. 5)?

a. What sort of person is willing to take the steps prescribed here by Jesus in order to help others? 

b. What should be the goal of our “judgments”?

6. In what directions, spiritually, would the person originally seeking to correct another go if they followed Jesus’ advice here?

7. What does Jesus appear to be warning his disciples about in verse 6?

a. How does this warning intersect with what he’s just said to them about humility and making judgments?

b. What sort of wisdom, acquired by the process Jesus describes in verses 1-5, is needed for further discernment in verse 6?

8. How are you personally growing in self-awareness and self-evaluation?

a. What makes humility a challenge for you?

b. Where does a lack prior self-evaluation show up in your relationships, family, and marriage?

9. Are there people whom you might love by encouraging them to live differently?

a. What must you do ahead of time (regarding yourself and them) before approaching them?

� Youngest son leaves the family, treats father as though he were dead; older son does nothing and seemingly accepts inheritance as well.





