Common Ground with the Voiceless Main Event

This document contains:

1. Outline for a main event “Common Ground with the Voiceless”

2. Experiential exercises

3. Facts about major world injustices

4. Discussion on justice teachings of Jesus

This night is based on small group experiential learning about major world issues that lead into discussions about Jesus’ teachings.  Upon re-gathering the event leader will be able to inspire students to follow Jesus…give a call to salvation…and offer applications for the evening. 
Common Ground with the Voiceless
Intro

Welcome to Jesus, Justice & Poverty. We’re here today to find Common Ground with the Voiceless.  

Tonight will have several parts:

· Separate into small groups to explore topics of injustice.
· Experience the reality of the world through an Experiential exercise

· Learn about an injustice plaguing humanity. 

· Discussion on the teachings of Jesus related to the issue of Justice. 

Split up according to issues. (each small group is lead by a student leader)
Gather back
What did you learn/feel…what about Jesus?


Listen and debrief with students.

Tony Campolo Stockholder’s  story…it’s possible to make a difference.

Tony Campolo- Dominican stock meeting

Tony was teaching classes at Easter University

Take a case study of different countries throughout a semester…look for models of change for justice, ways to loosen chains and make a difference in real economic, political ways.

As a case study the students choose to focus on Dominican Republic


Study every factor. Holistic view, asking, “If we were to change the society into what God wants what needs to be done?”

By the end of the semester they developed a plan so convincing they decided to do it…Let’s take over the country!

10 students total bought one share of stock in MNC that dominated the eastern half of the country

According to rules you only need one share of stock to attend the stock holders meeting


So they went

While there each stock holder gets 5 minutes on any given subject


There were 10 of them…enough time to preach a sermon

Have to image the scene…10 eastern students with a plan to change a country…In a Hilton in NY…surrounded by stockholders of a major Multi-national Corporation. 

The first student got up.

“How many of you believe Jesus is Lord of all.”


Looking at him strangely…



“no, no, no…many of you probably go to church.  How many of you go to church? (hands go up)  how many of you believe Jesus is Lord of all?” (hands go up)

“If he is Lord of all then who owns this company?”  How many of you believe

Next student read a parable

Master leaves on journey leaves business to unfaithful stewards…but those servants weren’t good.  began to beat people, misuses people.  Master hears about it sends messengers…who are then mistreated.  Eventually sends his own son whom they kill. 

Ends the parable with this question: what then will the own do to these stewards when he returns?

Next student

If this company belongs to Jesus then stock holders are stewards…and you’re not very good stewards…and he began to list all the horrible activities of the company. 

You’re the stewards…Jesus is Lord…we are messengers of the owner…we are telling you to repent.  Don’t have to listen to us. But the owner is coming back soon and if you don’t change he’s gonna get you.

Next day got call from VP to come back to NY…to sit down with executives of the company to talk about what the Bible says about corporate responsibility. 

We got a press release before it was released to the press “name of company… we repent of what we have done in DR.”  decided to set up medical clinics, build baseball stadium, education programs and spent towards ½ billion dollars of investment over the next 5 years.

Handful of students believed Jesus was Lord and his words was true.

Handful of students, motivated by Jesus…making a real difference in the world.

Why don’t we see more of difference from followers of Jesus?
Culdesac Christianity – Gary Haegan IJM

About creating security for kids



In fact these culdesacs is killing kids




Kids are not hit by forward moving cars but cars going in reverse…




So dangerous even being banned from building in some cities


Culdesac Christians 

Doing what we think is safe…to protect ourselves

And it’s killing us

We are so safe, secure…and selfish!  And it’s killing our faith.

Jesus is calling us for more.

Will we follow him?  Will we allow our hearts to be stirred by Him and His Kingdom?

2nd Tony Campolo story-  Charlie

Went to Haiti

Charlie was a med student on a missions trip

Working in medical clinic 300 people lined up…1 doctor, 2 nurses

Can only see 70 for the day


He was ruined…turned to Tony. “I’m coming back here one day



I’m going to become a doctor and I’m going to sacrifice, live to bring healing..i’m coming back here as a missionary, you wait and see.”

Tony years later bumped into him on the streets of new York

Having lunch…to his credit he became a doctor

But not the kind that makes sense…cosmetics surgery that augments women’s body parts.
Charlie began describing how we was Going to church, on committees, tithing and all that good stuff

Tony turned to him

“Charlie stop it…you don’t get off that easy. You had a dream, a vision of doing great things for God. Look at you now.  You traded in the dream and vision…for what?  A Jacuzzi and porches.  Mother is proud but Jesus is not.”

Following Jesus cost us our lives.  Dream dreams, have visions…live for him and be a different doctor, lawyer, teacher…commit yourself to Jesus. 

Our calling is to sacrifice, to be dangerous for the kingdom of God!

It’s not safe…it’s not secure but it’s a life worth dying for!

Invite you to make a decision to follow Jesus, to allow him into your own life to heal your relationship with God and then empower you to bring his life to the poor. 
Exercises
Oatmeal pies

Gather in circle…Ask group their High moment for the week… as they begin to share pass out oatmeal pies to members giving 8 pies to two students leaving 2 pies for the rest of the group.  

Observe how people react…if the two students with 8 pies try to share instruct them they can’t give pies to the others.

Ask group to continue sharing their High moments from the week.  Observe how they react.

After 5-8 min tell them they can share their pies…quickly finish sharing the moments of the week. 

Hungry students…how does this make you feel?  What was your response to the injustice?

Full students…how does this make you feel?  What was your response to the injustice?

 “This is reality. Throughout the world 20% consumes 80% of the resources…and they don’t share.”

How does this reality make you feel?

Blindfold

Pair up. one partner receives a blindfold. Put on blindfold.  This is a race with the other pairs! Partners will lead their blindfolded counterpart around the MSC floor once.  (there are no more rules than that…we want them to experience what it’s like to help and to be helped…the experience of helping the poor.) 

How did if feel to lead your blinded partner? (frustrated, good, needed help, worried about hurting, awkward, wanted to give up, etc…)

How did it feel to be led by your partner? (scared, mistrust, felt pushed, nice, cared for, carried, etc…)

How important was if for you to listen to each other and work together? 

Some people care so much about the goal they forget about listening to the people.  We all need help sometime.

We need each other, to care for each other…the poor have something to offer us and we have something to offer them…to arrive we have to arrive together.

5 minute brick

Each person is given a brick to hold (either above their head or up like a curl).  They can not switch arms, positions or rest. They must maintain their posture while the group walks around the MSC floor once…then listens as the leader reads info about bonded labor. 

How did your brick feel?  
What would if feel like if you did this every day…without a break, no rest or vacation?

What would it do to you emotionally?

Bonded labor is a continuous weight placed in the arms of the poor, wearing them down, grinding them for every ounce of work. 

How does this reality make you feel?

Death bells

Every ___seconds someone dies from ____.  Stand in silence for 5 minutes ringing the bell every  ____seconds to symbolize the death of another human being. 

How do you feel about this reality?

Kids shoes

___ of kids are  _____ every (day, hour, minute).  Reverently lay out the shoes in a line knowing each shoe represents an actual child in the world. Walk around/count the shoes ___ number of times to equal the number of children every (day, hour).
How do you feel about this reality?

Price of bondage/items
Penny Lost
Gather around a bucket filled with water.  Give each student 3-4 pennies. Every 9.4 seconds a child is orphaned by AIDS…over 3 million per year by 2010 it is estimated 25 million will be orphaned by AIDS. 

Reverently stand in silence for 5 minutes, going in succession around circle, every 9.4 seconds drop a penny in the bucket to symbolize a child who was orphaned by AIDS today. 

How does this reality make you feel?
Sex Slavery
Exercise

Death bells

Every 15 seconds ring a bell to symbolize a child in the sex industry…that’s 5749 per day and 2 million per year (UNICEF).  Reverently stand in silence for 5 minutes ringing the bell every 15 seconds to symbolize a child trapped in the sex slave industry. 

Debrief

How do you feel about this reality?

Learn

*Human trafficking is the world’s third largest criminal enterprise, after drugs and weapons. (U.S. Department of State)

*Approximately 80 percent of human trafficking victims are women and girls, and up to 50 percent are minors. (U.S. Department of State)

*In communist Vietnam, over 3,500 child rape cases have appeared in courts since 1998. The Vietnamese government has released figures showing that in some regions of the nation, between half and 90 percent of sexual crimes and abuse occur against minors.

*Size of the Industry $57.0 billion world-wide - $12.0 billion US
MANNA’S STORY

When 14-year-old Manna ran away from her abusive home in South Asia, she met a woman who offered her a job selling fabric. She accepted the position, and the woman provided her a place to sleep for the night. When Manna awoke in the morning, the woman was gone, and Manna discovered that she was in a brothel. Manna attempted to refuse the first three men who had paid to rape her. She was physically assaulted by the brothel keepers until she lacked the strength to resist. For the next two years, she was held in the brothel and raped by customers for the profit of the brothel owners. She was freed when IJM investigators discovered her captivity and alerted local authorities, working with them to release her and three other young girls from the brothel. The brothel owners each received five-year sentences.

What do you think about this issue?
Jesus
Lets spend some time looking at what Jesus says.

Background info

1.  5 Biblical definitions of poor- by Jesus time

Rash = destitute, without money. Dal = weak social position 

Ebyon = the needy, those who do not receive a reasonable share of life’s goods. 

Ani and anaw = the oppressed, the powerless, those who are wrongfully impoverished by the rich and powerful. 

Mishken = a dependent person.

All are translated poor or needy…often included foreigners, widows, orphans

What are the similarities between these terms…  They are all:  Vulnerable, weakened, hopeless, helpless, isolated…over 2,000 verses in the Bible referencing the poor.
2.  Cultural perception back then was similar to today “if bad stuff happens to you, then you deserve it.” 


If someone was poor then you were perceived as if you are “bad”…if lame or cripple then you have sin in your life…a disease then maybe you’re evil.  To associate yourself with the poor was thought to make you unclean and dirty and not very religious.  
3.  Jewish folk wanted a king to come.  A king to take over the Romans, military ruler.


Expecting a messiah to be strong, dark, handsome, and carrying a sword
Jesus refers to himself many times as the “Son of Man”…referring to prophecies about a strong ruler to come that looks like a man also symbolizing the “hope of humanity”.
Matthew 11  2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"   4Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."

Luke 4 [Jesus] unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

Luke 14 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

James 2 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Read Passages. What themes are found throughout these passages?

Who did Jesus go to when he came on the scene? Identify the different groups.

How does Jesus attitude towards the margins differ from societies perceptions?  
Honestly, what is your attitude to these people groups mentioned by Jesus? (Honestly most people don’t care much…doesn’t affect the way they live our lives at all.)
Why don’t we care about the margins like we should? (Selfishness…we love ourselves more than anyone else…leads us to hurt others)

How does Jesus bring hope to the world in its current condition? he cares, he suffered for our world, he saves us from our selfishness & now sends us out to care the way he does. (share the gospel)
Jeremy Quote- “I’m worried about a religion that cares for people’s souls but doesn’t care for their needs.  And it equally concerns me when people care for physical needs but do not take into account the need for a Messiah to come and save us from ourselves.”
Mother Theresa Quote “Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love God better because of them. The poor give us much more than we give them. They're such strong people, living day to day with no food. and they never curse, never complain. We don't have to give them pity or sympathy. We have so much to learn from them.”

Leader Prays

Gather in food court by 9:45pm
Hunger

Exercise

Gather in circle…Ask group their High moment for the week… as they begin to share pass out oatmeal pies to members giving 8 pies to two students leaving 2 pies for the rest of the group.  
Observe how people react…if the two students with 8 pies try to share instruct them they can’t give pies to the others.

Ask group to continue sharing their High moments from the week.  Observe how they react.

After 5min tell them they can share their pies…quickly finish sharing the moments of the week. 

Debrief

Hungry students…how does this make you feel?  What was your response to the injustice?
Full students…how does this make you feel?  What was your response to the injustice?
 “This is reality. Throughout the world 20% consumes 80% of the resources…and they don’t share.”

How does this reality make you feel?
Learn
*34,000 children under the age of 5 die from preventable malnutrition every day- that’s the equivalent of every child under the age of 5 in the city of Tampa plus 13,000 more dying every day!

* More people have died as a consequence of hunger in the past 5 years than have been killed in all the wars, revolutions and murders in the past 150 years.
Jonise is a 20-year old woman who lives in Hatti. She has already given birth to a baby girl and twin boys- one of which died when he was nine months old of malnutrition. Jonise held her dying son as he breathed his last breath.  She represents one of 34,000 mothers today.
What do you think about this issue?

Action Steps
1. Sponsor a child through World Vision- $35 a month

2. Write to your congressmen in support of hunger-fighting legislation (www.bread.org has information on how to do this). 

3. Freerice.com- Internet game for which every question you answer donates 20 grains of rice to the UN World Food Program to end hunger
Jesus
Lets spend some time looking at what Jesus says.

Background info

1.  5 Biblical definitions of poor- by Jesus time

Rash = destitute, without money. Dal = weak social position 

Ebyon = the needy, those who do not receive a reasonable share of life’s goods. 

Ani and anaw = the oppressed, the powerless, those who are wrongfully impoverished by the rich and powerful. 

Mishken = a dependent person.

All are translated poor or needy…often included foreigners, widows, orphans

What are the similarities between these terms…  They are all:  Vulnerable, weakened, hopeless, helpless, isolated…over 2,000 verses in the Bible referencing the poor.
2.  Cultural perception back then was similar to today “if bad stuff happens to you, then you deserve it.” 


If someone was poor then you were perceived as if you are “bad”…if lame or cripple then you have sin in your life…a disease then maybe you’re evil.  To associate yourself with the poor was thought to make you unclean and dirty and not very religious.  
3.  Jewish folk wanted a king to come.  A king to take over the Romans, military ruler.


Expecting a messiah to be strong, dark, handsome, and carrying a sword
Jesus refers to himself many times as the “Son of Man”…referring to prophecies about a strong ruler to come that looks like a man also symbolizing the “hope of humanity”.
Matthew 11  2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"   4Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."

Luke 4 [Jesus] unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

Luke 14 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

James 2 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Read Passages. What themes are found throughout these passages?

Who did Jesus go to when he came on the scene? Identify the different groups.

How does Jesus attitude towards the margins differ from societies perceptions?  
Honestly, what is your attitude to these people groups mentioned by Jesus? (Honestly most people don’t care much…doesn’t affect the way they live our lives at all.)
Why don’t we care about the margins like we should? (Selfishness…we love ourselves more than anyone else…leads us to hurt others)

How does Jesus bring hope to the world in its current condition? he cares, he suffered for our world, he saves us from our selfishness & now sends us out to care the way he does. (share the gospel)

Jeremy Quote- “I’m worried about a religion that cares for people’s souls but doesn’t care for their needs.  And it equally concerns me when people care for physical needs but do not take into account the need for a Messiah to come and save us from ourselves.”
Mother Theresa Quote “Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love God better because of them. The poor give us much more than we give them. They're such strong people, living day to day with no food. and they never curse, never complain. We don't have to give them pity or sympathy. We have so much to learn from them.”
Leader Prays

Gather in food court by 9:45pm
AIDS
Exercise

Penny Lost

Gather around a bucket filled with water.  Give each student 3-4 pennies. Every 9.4 seconds a child is orphaned by AIDS…over 3 million per year by 2010 it is estimated 25 million will be orphaned by AIDS. 

Reverently stand in silence for 5 minutes, going in succession around circle, every 9.4 seconds drop a penny in the bucket to symbolize a child who was orphaned by AIDS today. 

How does this reality make you feel?

Learn

*There are 33.2 million people are living with HIV/AIDS worldwide.

*Women account for approximately 50% of people infected with HIV. In most regions of the world, HIV is affecting women and girls in increasing numbers.

*Roughly 22.5 million of those living with HIV/AIDS were living in Africa, with an HIV prevalence rate in the general population of 5%.

*South and East Asia makes up the second most affected region, with over 4 million people living with HIV/AIDS.

*In countries badly affected by the epidemic such as Zambia and Botswana, it is estimated that 20 percent of children under 17 are orphans - most of whom have lost one or both parents to AIDS.
“My sister is six years old. There are no grown-ups living with us. I need a bathroom tap and clothes and shoes. And water also, inside the house. But especially, somebody to tuck me and my sister in at night-time.”  Apiwe aged 13 

What do you think about this issue?

Action Steps
Donate to organizations that help with aids worldwide----WorldVision.org, helpfightaids.com for example

Jesus
Lets spend some time looking at what Jesus says.

Background info

1.  5 Biblical definition of poor- by Jesus time

Rash = destitute, without money. Dal = weak social position 

Ebyon = the needy, those who do not receive a reasonable share of life’s goods. 

Ani and anaw = the oppressed, the powerless, those who are wrongfully impoverished by the rich and powerful. 

Mishken = a dependent person.

All are translated poor or needy…often included foreigners, widows, orphans

What are the similarities between these terms…  They are all:  Vulnerable, weakened, hopeless, helpless, isolated…over 2,000 verses in the Bible referencing the poor.
2.  Cultural perception back then was similar to today “if bad stuff happens to you, then you deserve it.” 


If someone was poor then you were perceived as if you are “bad”…if lame or cripple then you have sin in your life…a disease then maybe you’re evil.  To associate yourself with the poor was thought to make you unclean and dirty and not very religious.  
3.  Jewish folk wanted a king to come.  A king to take over the Romans, military ruler.


Expecting a messiah to be strong, dark, handsome, and carrying a sword
Jesus refers to himself many times as the “Son of Man”…referring to prophecies about a strong ruler to come that looks like a man also symbolizing the “hope of humanity”.
Matthew 11  2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"   4Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."

Luke 4 [Jesus] unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

Luke 14 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

James 2 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Read Passages. What themes are found throughout these passages?

Who did Jesus go to when he came on the scene? Identify the different groups.

How does Jesus attitude towards the margins differ from societies perceptions?  
Honestly, what is your attitude to these people groups mentioned by Jesus? (Honestly most people don’t care much…doesn’t affect the way they live our lives at all.)
Why don’t we care about the margins like we should? (Selfishness…we love ourselves more than anyone else…leads us to hurt others)

How does Jesus bring hope to the world in its current condition? he cares, he suffered for our world, he saves us from our selfishness & now sends us out to care the way he does. (share the gospel)

Jeremy Quote- “I’m worried about a religion that cares for people’s souls but doesn’t care for their needs.  And it equally concerns me when people care for physical needs but do not take into account the need for a Messiah to come and save us from ourselves.”
Mother Theresa Quote “Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love God better because of them. The poor give us much more than we give them. They're such strong people, living day to day with no food. and they never curse, never complain. We don't have to give them pity or sympathy. We have so much to learn from them.”

Leader Prays

Gather in food court by 9:45pm
Bonded Labor

Exercise

5 minute brick

Each person is given a brick to hold (either above their head or up like a curl).  They can not switch arms, positions or rest. They must maintain their posture while the group walks around the MSC floor once…then listens as the leader reads info about bonded labor. 

*17,500 slaves enter the United States each year. Most of the victims are forced into the commercial sex trade or involuntary labor.

*27 million men, women and children are held as slaves. (Kevin Bales, Disposable People) That is more than the population of Texas, the second largest state in the United States (Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau)

*In 2004 there are more slaves than were seized from Africa during four centuries of trans-Atlantic slave trade. (Kevin Bales, Disposable People)

*In 1850 a slave in the Southern United States cost the equivalent of $40,000 today. According to Free the Slaves, a slave today costs an average of $90.

Bonded slaves are owned by an employer to whom the slave or slave's family is indebted. Bonded slaves are forced to work long hours, often seven days a week, for meager wages, if any, attempting to pay back a debt that increases at exorbitant interest rates. In reality, there is no way to repay the debt and the laborer becomes essentially a slave for life. Many bonded slaves are children who are beaten and
abused if they do not fulfill the extreme expectations of the owner. Bonded labor is a continuous weight placed in the arms of the poor, wearing them down, grinding them for every ounce of work. 

Debrief- after 5 min of holding bricks
How did your brick feel?  How did you feel as you were restricted from putting it down or changing position?

What would if feel like if you did this every day…without a break, no rest or vacation?

What would it do to you emotionally?

How does this reality make you feel?

Learn

*Bonded children in the carpet industry are often recruited from the neighboring states of Bihar and Madhya Pradesh by recruiting agents or organized gangs.42 Their parents, low-caste, poor peasants or landless laborers, are given a cash advance ranging from 600 to 2,800 rupees (approximately $20.00 to $90.00). Those children whose parents take advances are required to continue working for the same employer until the advance has been repaid. The amount of time it takes to repay the loan can extend up to five or six years, during which time the child remains bonded. That is 5-6 years of work for a loan that would equal a dinner for two in the U.S.
Naseem's Story
Naseem, a 35-year-old female bonded labourer, works with her three young children at a brick kiln in Punjab province. The family took a loan of Rs.15,000 (US$245) when they joined the brick kiln. They also take dasti, a loan for daily expenses, which is deducted from their wages when they are paid at the end of the week. After deductions, there is hardly any money left. 

Naseem and her children work until late in the evening, and are paid according to the number of bricks that they make. The family as a whole can earn up to Rs.190 per day (US$3), which "is hardly enough to eat two times a day". When Naseem gets home she has to make dinner, do household chores and take care of her husband who has been unable to work for the past four years because of illness. Naseem cannot afford to buy the antibiotics which have been prescribed for him. 

Naseem would like to send her children to school, but says that she cannot because the loss of the bricks that they make would halve their income, making it difficult to survive. Every night, Naseem is exhausted and thinks that she may not be able to work the next day, but says: "I just remind myself every morning that if I don't go to work, then how will we eat - and this forces me to stand up every morning".
What do you think about this issue?
Action Steps

1. Fund (or fundraise for) organizations that work against slavery.
www.ijm.org
www.notforsalecampaign.org
2. If you're going to buy, buy from a group that supports work against slavery or a company that devotes themselves to not using slave labor.
The Freedom Store - http://secure.notforsalecampaign.org/ 
IKEA - http://www.ikea.com/us/en/

Jesus
Lets spend some time looking at what Jesus says.

Background info

1.  5 Biblical definition of poor- by Jesus time

Rash = destitute, without money. Dal = weak social position 

Ebyon = the needy, those who do not receive a reasonable share of life’s goods. 

Ani and anaw = the oppressed, the powerless, those who are wrongfully impoverished by the rich and powerful. 

Mishken = a dependent person.

All are translated poor or needy…often included foreigners, widows, orphans

What are the similarities between these terms…  They are all:  Vulnerable, weakened, hopeless, helpless, isolated…over 2,000 verses in the Bible referencing the poor.
2.  Cultural perception back then was similar to today “if bad stuff happens to you, then you deserve it.” 


If someone was poor then you were perceived as if you are “bad”…if lame or cripple then you have sin in your life…a disease then maybe you’re evil.  To associate yourself with the poor was thought to make you unclean and dirty and not very religious.  
3.  Jewish folk wanted a king to come.  A king to take over the Romans, military ruler.


Expecting a messiah to be strong, dark, handsome, and carrying a sword
Jesus refers to himself many times as the “Son of Man”…referring to prophecies about a strong ruler to come that looks like a man also symbolizing the “hope of humanity”.
Matthew 11  2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"   4Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."

Luke 4 [Jesus] unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”   20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

Luke 14 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

James 2 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Read Passages. What themes are found throughout these passages?

Who did Jesus go to when he came on the scene? Identify the different groups.

How does Jesus attitude towards the margins differ from societies perceptions?  
Honestly, what is your attitude to these people groups mentioned by Jesus? (Honestly most people don’t care much…doesn’t affect the way they live our lives at all.)
Why don’t we care about the margins like we should? (Selfishness…we love ourselves more than anyone else…leads us to hurt others)

How does Jesus bring hope to the world in its current condition? he cares, he suffered for our world, he saves us from our selfishness & now sends us out to care the way he does. (share the gospel)

Jeremy Quote- “I’m worried about a religion that cares for people’s souls but doesn’t care for their needs.  And it equally concerns me when people care for physical needs but do not take into account the need for a Messiah to come and save us from ourselves.”
Mother Theresa Quote “Only in heaven will we see how much we owe to the poor for helping us to love God better because of them. The poor give us much more than we give them. They're such strong people, living day to day with no food. and they never curse, never complain. We don't have to give them pity or sympathy. We have so much to learn from them.”
Leader Prays

Gather in food court by 9:45pm
Water/Health

Exercise

Death bells

Every  22 seconds a child dies from unclean water & related diseases. That’s 159 per hour, 3835 per day and 1.4 million every year.  Stand in silence for 5 minutes ringing the bell every 22 seconds to symbolize the death of another human being. 

Debrief

How do you feel about this reality?

Learn

*Water Problems affect half of humanity

*Some 1.1 billion people in developing countries have inadequate access to water, and 2.6 billon lack basic sanitation. 

*Some 1.8 million child deaths each year as a result of diarrhoea

*1.4 million die each year from lack of access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation 

*Shelter, safe water and health 

For the 1.9 billion children from the developing world, there are:

640 million without adequate shelter (1 in 3) 

400 million with no access to safe water (1 in 5) 

270 million with no access to health services (1 in 7)
Email sent by intervarsity  leader’s friend who is a Peace Crop volunteer in Mali Africa. 

“Right now is "malaria season" in village and water is simultaneously the biggest problem and the greatest solution. We don't have a reliable potable water source anymore since our water tower-pump system broke on us! I was going to pay for the part myself until I found out it actually costs $2000 USD! It's an issue worth addressing because women now have to get up earlier and walk farther to fetch water. This may mean that young girls who are already at a disadvantage for being girls, will now have yet another challenge of waking up at 5am to fetch the family's cooking and bathing water. Since the water system has been broken, teachers and students now go a whole school day without drinking water. I don't think I need to tell you how hard it is to concentrate when you are dehydrated. Also, those who try to take the "easier" route by drinking dirty, untreated water will get sick. Children die from diarrhea here. Fixing the water supply will cut back on the number of people using well water, and decrease the growing pool of water currently sitting behind the well. This is a breeding ground for malaria-carrying mosquitos. I don't feel I can sit idly by and ignore this HUGE water problem in my village.”

What do you think about this issue?

Action Step
10 million dollars will provide clean drinking water for all….

1. Donate to PlayPumps International: Play pumps help supply villages with clean drinking pumps. http://www.playpumps.org/site/c.hqLNIXOEKrF/b.2589383/k.42CD/Take_Action__Donate_Make_a_Donation.htm
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