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Passages & Topics

Matthew 4:18-22 Calling to Drop Nets

Matthew 8:18-22 Cost of Following
Matthew 9:35-38 Ask Lord of the Harvest for Leaders

Matthew 10:37-39 Take Cross and Follow 

Matthew 18:1-6 Lead Like a Child 

Matthew 20:20-28 Son of Man as a Servant 

Matthew 26:36-46 Gethsemane and Weakness 

Matthew 28:1-10 Resurrection and Empowerment 

Matthew 4:18-22 Calling to Drop Nets
 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen
. 19"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men
." 20At once they left their nets 
and followed him.  21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father 
and followed him.
Points of Passage

Jesus invites uneducated, ill-equipped people to follow him 

Jesus gives followers a vision to become leaders.
To become a leader one must sacrifice security and follow Jesus.

Calling + sacrifice = fisher of men

Principles
· Biblical Leaders invite others into risk/sacrifice
· Biblical Leaders invite others into something bigger than themselves (metanarrative)
· Biblical Leaders sacrifice to follow Jesus before they are leaders
Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?
2. How are you inviting others into risk?
3. How do you connect their lives with a bigger picture?

4. How have you dropped your nets for Jesus lately?
Possible Exercises
List students you are leading and how you can lead them into risk/sacrifice for Jesus.

List student you lead and practice articulating a metanarrative, connecting their lives to the larger picture of God’s Kingdom on campus and in the world. 
Matthew 8:18-22 Cost of Following

18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 19Then a teacher of the law 
came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go
."  20Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head." 21Another disciple 
said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  22But Jesus told him, "Follow me
, and let the dead bury their own dead."
Points of Passage

Jesus only wants total commitment, no matter how talented a person is

Jesus lives a sacrificial life

Jesus calls us beyond culture, beyond influence, beyond comfort to follow him.
Principles
· Biblical Leaders model a sacrificial life v20
· Biblical Leaders focus on those who sacrifice, not those who are impressive

· Biblical Leaders invite others to a Jesus first, Jesus only lifestyle
Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?

2. How do you model a life of sacrifice for the students you lead?
3. Who is making sacrifices for Jesus and therefore needs more investment from you?

4. How can you invite students into a Jesus first, Jesus only lifestyle?

Matthew 9:35-38 Ask Lord of the Harvest for Leaders
35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them, because they were harassed and helpless
, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field."
Points of Passage

Jesus cares for whole person
Jesus models ministry

Jesus wants more ministry to happen

Jesus wants more leaders for the crowds…we are little leaders (minishepherds)

Principles
· Biblical Leaders model ministry in the world
· Biblical Leaders care for the whole person (mind, soul and body : teaching, preaching and healing)

· Biblical Leaders are moved by compassion (suffer with)
· Biblical Leaders invite others to desire mission/engage mission
· Biblical Leaders pray for more
Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?

2. How do your followers see your compassion for others?  
3. How can you care more wholistically for your followers this week?

4. How are you inviting others to desire or engage in mission?

5. How do you and your followers pray for the mission of God?

Possible Exercise

Practice using a picture (ripe fields) to cast vision for mission on campus.

Matthew 10:37-39 Take Cross and Follow
 37"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me
; 38and anyone who does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it
.
Points of Passage

Life is found on the other side of death for Jesus
Jesus is the nexus where death and life come together

Jesus is looking for total cultural-bending commitment from a disciple

Principles
· Biblical Leaders must lead people to cultural offending sacrifice (for Jesus)
· Biblical Leaders must be entirely Jesus centered…we follow him, his way
· Biblical Leaders find their life as they sacrifice it for Jesus
Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?
2. How have you led others to sacrifice for Jesus?

3. How would you explain to others the connection between torture, death, sacrifice and finding life?

4. How would you explain this passage to your followers?  Practice explaining this passage to different people you lead.
Possible Exercise

List common cultural “Christian” values that compete with this passage…have SG critique the “value” based on this passage. (“focus on the family”; “God first, family second, education third in priorities”; “be responsible, get educated, make money”; “you’ve got to love what you do”; “don’t be taken advantage of”; “you deserve the best”; “take care of your own”; “go get yours”; )
Matthew 18:1-6 Lead Like a Child
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?" 2He called a little child and had him stand 
among them. 3And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children,
 you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5"And whoever welcomes a little child like this 
in my name welcomes me
. 6But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned 
in the depths of the sea.
Points of Passage

Jesus does not rebuke the desire to be great 
Jesus equates greatness with vulnerability and weakness of a child

Jesus likens himself with child-like people v5

Principles
· Biblical Leaders use props to make points

· Biblical Leaders are like children…weak/humble

· Biblical leaders welcome child-like people (weak/vulnerable) in the name of Jesus.

Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?
2. Where can you become more like a child in your ministry?

3. Identify the places where you might be tempted to cause a “little one” to stumble.

4. Rate your hospitality…how inclusive are you in your leadership?

5. How can you help your followers become more inclusive to outsiders?
Possible Exercises
Imagine a small child leading your small group…what would be different and more kingdom-like?
In SG find an additional visual display to explain these principles. 
Matthew 20:20-28  Son of Man as a Servant
20Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21"What is it you want?" he asked. 
      She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right 
and the other at your left in your kingdom."  22"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?"   
"We can," they answered.  23Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me 
to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father." 24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant 
with the two brothers. 25Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. 26Not so with you. Instead
, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant
, 27and whoever wants to be first 
must be your slave— 28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many
."
Points of Passage

Jesus does not rebuke the desire to be great or to have power

Jesus maintains a vision of the Father so that he is not pressured into a decision

Jesus redefines reality: not like the world but rather first must be a slave

Jesus sets himself up as the example of greatness
Principles
· Biblical Leaders want to lead

· Biblical Leaders to not promise what they can not give

· Biblical Leaders lead without “exercising authority” 
· Biblical Leaders gain influence by building relational capital through service
· Biblical Leaders give their life as a ransom for many
Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?
2. Evaluate your motivation to lead others.

3. How do you tend to “fight” either passively or actively for leadership power?

4. Explain how you can both have authority and be great while being a slave?

5. Rate your “relational capital” with your followers.

6. How have you given your life for others lately?  

Possible Exercises
Matthew 26:36-46  Gethsemane and Weakness
36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled
. 38Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow 
to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me."  39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me
. Yet not as I will, but as you will."  40Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping
. "Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. 41"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  42He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done."  43When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time
, saying the same thing.  45Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"
Points of Passage

Jesus invites followers to pray when he is troubled/weak
Jesus shares his intimate thoughts but does not burden his followers 
Jesus leads himself though he feels weak and his community is weak

Principles
· Biblical Leaders lead in weakness

· Biblical Leaders lead weak people
· Biblical Leaders do not use their followers for emotional gain

· Biblical Leaders self lead
Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?
2. What weaknesses do you need to be honest about with your followers?

3. How are you tempted to use your followers for emotional gain?

4. How can you self-lead even when you feel weak?
5. Be honest about your followers weaknesses…how can you encourage them through those rough spots?

6. How are you bearing with your followers weaknesses?

Possible Exercises
Case studies- examples of using followers for emotional gain
Matthew 28:1-10  Resurrection and Empowerment
1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 8So the women hurried away 
from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy
, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee; there they will see me
."
Points of Passage

Jesus reveals himself to the least listened to people in society…women
Jesus instructs them to instruct other men…again a radical departure for the typical women’s role

Disciples eventually submit to the women’s testimony

Principles
· Biblical Leaders give opportunities for weak people to lead

· Biblical Leaders submit to weak leaders 

Campus Connection

1. How can you become a biblical leader this next week?
2. How do you give space for others to lead despite their seeming lack of “talents”?

3. In what ways do you need to submit to the weakest follower you lead?

Possible Exercise

List ideas of how to empower weak followers in a way they can succeed. 
Pipeline Leadership exercise…journey of a leader through empowerment.  Student can look at Rich Lamb’s pipeline and view it as a journey for every student (a dream) then identify where current students are in their journey and what can be done to empower those students along in their journey. 
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36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me."  39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will."  40Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. 41"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  42He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done."  43When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.  45Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"
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�Little training, education to become leaders


�Already Jesus has a vision for them to become leaders…something more than what they currently are. (metanarrative) 


�A huge risk of security.


�Jesus risks all security: economic and family.


�An important figure, educated…an impressive disciple


�Many people make bold claims with little sacrifice


�There is no place…no home…no destination for Jesus. “Lack” of security, comfort, home.


�This is a student of Jesus making this statement. 


�Jesus only, Jesus first…no cultural obligation matches the call of Jesus on our lives.


�Jesus was modeling teaching, preaching and healing (wholistic ministry)


�Compassion = “suffer alongside”  Jesus suffered alongside the crowds


�The crowds need a leader (shepherd)


�After Jesus has compassion for the leaderless crowd he asks disciples to pray for workers…implied they are to fill that role and opens the shepherd role beyond only himself.


�Jesus offends cultural norms of love and commitment


�Jesus is a jealous God


�The cross is an image of torture.  Jesus later redefines the image to mean the ‘burden’ of others sins. Both may apply here.


�Jesus again calls for extreme commitment and sacrifice so that we can have life.


�Jesus does not rebuke the question…they want to be great.


�Jesus uses visual displays to make points


�Weakest of all societies statuses.


�Greatest become least, least to greatest


�Indirect command to care for children or weak people


�Jesus links himself to the weak of society.


�wow


�Asking for positions of leadership and power


�Jesus is not pressured to promise what he can not give despite external pressures.


�We tend to fight for leadership and power…active and passively 


�Gentile rulers described…they are the example to draw from, the ones who model what it means to be a natural leader in the world.


�Interesting phrase to “exercise”


�Jesus is opposed to that model of leadership


�Builds relational capital towards leadership


�There is a first


�Jesus sets himself as a new model for leadership.


�Jesus is displaying weakness


�Honesty with inner 3…why not with rest of disciples?


�Doubt? 


�Disciples are weak, not great friends…Jesus must feel lonely in leading weak people


�Jesus maintain discipline though he feels weak and the others around him are weak…Jesus self-leads


�They are very obedient 


�We can only imagine their confusion


�Jesus gives women the first look.  They “witness” to his life, though legally they are weak (child-like) not being allowed to testify in courts. 


�Disciples eventually listen to them…submitting to the women’s testimony.


�This is held in tension with empowering them according to their capacity…example:  a new believer being made senior pastor.
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