Abraham: God's Friend and the Father of All Who Believe

Genesis 11:26-25:11 (Romans 4:1-25, Galatians 3:6-4:7, 4:19-51, Hebrews 11:8-19, James 2:14-26)

Abraham the Pathmaker: Faith is the Foundation for All our Life and Service.
(
God's choice of Abraham to be  the Father of all who believe (Rom. 4)

We receive the (blessing promised to Abraham and his seed.

We walk in the footsteps of Abraham

(
Faith is foundational for our life with God and our service for God.  

Rom. 1:17, (In the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written, "The righteous will live by faith")

Gal. 2:20, ("The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and 
gave himself for me.") 

Heb. 11:6, ("And without faith it is impossible to please God...")

(
God is always at work to strengthen, purify, and deepen our faith in Him. He has many ways and means of working in us, but one aim. The essence and cause of our separation from God lies in the choice not to believe him and his Word. (Gen. 3)

Why is Faith Essential?

(
Faith allows God to dwell with us and to be God to us.  (I will be your God(
God can reveal himself as he desires to us and to others.

God can carry out his purposes of blessing to us and to others

God can be glorified in us and to others.

(
Faith allows us to become God's people.  "You will be my people."
We can be healed from the great evil which infects us (guilt, fear and pride) and brings death to us and can become the persons God wants us to be. But faith destroys the evil of boasting (Rom. 4:1,2), (CS Lewis, Mere Christianity, "Pride")

What Did Abraham Do? 

(
One thing: He believed God . . .  and lived by faith. (Gen. 15:6) 

He did not do great things for God.  Rather, God did great things for him.  He was God's 
showcase of a life of faith.  God became known as the God of Abraham.

 What does a life of faith look like?

Hebrews 11:8-19  Four expressions (stages?) of believing God and living by faith.

(
By faith he obeyed and went.  God called and made a commitment to him 
(promise); he left and went out, not even knowing where he was going.

(
By faith he made his home ...in a foreign country: He stayed there, lived there, waiting on God to act, calling on God openly, as a citizen of God's city. (Most of the time!)

(
By faith he was enabled to become a father: What his heart most desired!  His very inability allowed the creative power of God to be revealed in him. He struggled with impatience and confusion, and tried to help God out, but God remained faithful to his call and commitment, and brought to pass his own promise, in his time and in his way.

(
By faith he offered Isaac...He totally entrusted himself and all that mattered to him to God, even in the face of the darkness and contradictions of God himself.  His faith clung to the faithfulness and power (the known character) of the one who promised and whom he had known by faith for 50+ years.

(
He lived by faith  and died in faith: 11:13  A life validated by God alone, in God's way and God's time.  Only the future would fully vindicate Abraham's faith.

What is the fruit of a life of faith?  GOD CAME THROUGH!!

(
God is pleased and we are rewarded (Heb. 11:6)

We are blessed and become a blessing...and are part of God's history of blessing all 
nations.

We are brought to know God and become a "friend of God" (Gen. 19:17, Is. 41:8, 

Ja. 2:23) We are brought from distrust and fear of God into trust and love.

Our lives are validated by God: we are significant and  we are resurrected

(
God is glorified in us:
His character is revealed (and communicated to us): We are "conformed to the 


likeness of his Son." (Rom. 8:29)

His power and wisdom are operative: we are his "workmanship." (Eph. 2:10) We 


are given our true selves. (Simon Tugwell, Prayer, pp.  )

His love is triumphant over evil in us and around us.  "Faith expressing itself 


through love." (Gal. 5:6) "Evil overcome with good." (Rom. 12:21)

