Retreat for Spring Meetings, March 30-31, 2009

Schedule:

March 30, 2009

3:00-3:30pm
Introduction

5:45

Evening Prayer 
6:00

Supper (in silence)

8:30

Prayer together and Compline

9:00pm
Silence Alone

March 31, 2009

7:45am
Morning Prayer

8:00 

Breakfast (in silence)

12:00pm
Midday Prayer

12:15

Lunch alone

2:30

Prayer together and Closing

3:00

End of retreat

If anyone would like to meet for prayer or sharing a concern, the following will be available:

Joe Moore


Jay Sivits


Marilyn Stewart 


Doug Stewart



Retreat for Spring Meetings, March 30,31, 2009

Introduction:  Pressing On Towards the Goal

What are you living for?  What are you pursuing?  What do you want to happen through you?
Paul sets an example of one who has direction and goals in his life and ministry:


Philippians 3:12-15 
12﻿Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, ﻿but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13﻿Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14﻿I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

15﻿All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things.


Colossians 1:28,29
28﻿We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29﻿To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.

After settling in, and getting caught up with yourself, take time first of all to reflect on the above questions, and to listen to Paul’s own answers.  
What are you living for?  
What purposes orient and direct your life?


What sustains and renews you along the way?

What are you pursuing in terms of “taking hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of you?”  To what has God called you in Christ Jesus?


What kind of a person are you seeking to become?


What will pressing on towards Christ look like for you?  What and where is God’s 
invitation to you?
What do you want to happen through you, by God’s call and grace?


What gives focus to your work and ministry?


How do you find energy to “not lose heart” but keep going?

Towards Maturity in Christ: Faith, Hope and Love


To become “mature in Christ” and to pursue Christ’s goals for us requires our attention to and cultivation of three spiritual energies or virtues in ourselves: Faith, Love and Hope.

Growing in Faith, Love and Hope: Fruits of the Gospel, Spiritual energies of the new life in Christ.

2﻿”We always thank God for all of you﻿ and continually mention you in our prayers.﻿ 3﻿We remember before our God and Father﻿ your work produced by faith,﻿﻿ your labor prompted by love,﻿ and your endurance inspired by hope﻿ in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thes 1:2,3)

13﻿  “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.﻿ But the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor 13:13) ﻿
See also Col 1:3-6, Gal 5:5,6,1 John 3:23
Living by Faith: Centered on God, Receiving from God 

“For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed﻿—a righteousness that is by faith﻿ from first to last,﻿ just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”﻿(Ro 1:17)
6﻿  “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him﻿ must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” (Heb. 1:6)
See also Matt 6:25-34, Mark 4:35-41, 5:32-36, 10:46-52, Luke 7:9,10, 35-50, John 6:28,29, 14:1, Col 2:6,7, Gal 2:20, Heb 3:12-14, 1 Pet 1:6-9, James 1:2-4
For personal reflection:

What do you understand by “living by faith?”


What helps you to “live by faith?”  What keeps you from it?


How is God inviting you to “live by faith,” to trust him explicitly, in your 
present circumstances?

With these questions in mind, use one or both of the following passages to reflect and meditate on “living by faith.”  

Hebrews 10:36-12:3  Pictures of living by faith


Philippians 3:1-14   
Living by faith: knowing and becoming like Christ


Walking in Love: Centered on Others, Giving to Others

34﻿“A new command﻿ I give you: Love one another.﻿ As I have loved you, so you must love one another.﻿ 35﻿By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”﻿ (John 13:33,34)
1﻿Follow God’s example,﻿ therefore, as dearly loved children﻿ 2﻿and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us﻿ as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.﻿ (Eph 5:1,2)

See also Phil 1:9-11,1Thes 3:12,13, Rom 13:8-10, Gal. 5:13,14,1 Tim 1:5,1 Pet 1:22, 1 
John 4:7-12
For Personal Reflection: 

How do you understand “walking in love, as Christ loved us”?


What does growth in love look like for you?


What does growth in love have to do with your ministry?


Thinking of your present circumstances, and relationships, how is God 
inviting you to grow in love?   What would it look like?
With these questions in mind, use one or both of the following passages to reflect and meditate on “walking in love.”

1 Corinthians 12:31-14:1
What Love Looks Like and Why it Matters


Ephesians 3;14-21 
Love’s Source and Goal

Working and Waiting in Hope: Centered on God’s Future, Seeking God’s Kingdom

8﻿Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, ﻿because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.﻿(1 Cor 15:58)
33But seek first his kingdom﻿ and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.﻿ (Matt 6:33)
13﻿May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace﻿ as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.﻿ (Ro. 15:13)

See also Rom. 5:1-5, 1 Thes 1:3, Col. 1:3-6, 2 Pet 3:10-13, 1 John 3:1-3

For Personal Reflection:

What do you understand by “working and waiting in hope?”


How is your life guided, sustained and directed by the future God 
promises?


Our Christian hope is summed up by the coming of God’s kingdom—what 
about that Kingdom directs and sustains you and your ministry?


What are you, as a follower of Christ, personally waiting for and looking 
forward to?  How does your hope impact your present life and 
circumstances?

With these questions in mind, use one or both of the following 
passages to reflect and meditate on “working and waiting in hope.”

Romans 8:18-28
We hope, groan and wait expectantly with all 




creation


1 Peter 1:3-16

We rejoice and suffer in hope, receiving salvation
For additional reflection:
RESILIENT PEOPLE FORESEE THE GREAT QUESTIONS OF LIFE'S PASSAGE, Gordon MacDonald

PRESSING ON TOWARD THE GOAL,

Douglas Stewart

ABRAHAM: GOD’S FRIEND AND FATHER OF ALL WHO BELIEVE

Douglas Stewart
