Isaiah 61, Version 3 

Intro:

I have some good news and some bad news.  First, the bad news.

BAD NEWS


1. Big Picture – It feels like all we are hearing is Bad News. 

a. Humanity is poor – economically and spiritually

i. Worldwide economy stands on the brink of the next Great Depression.

ii. Every 3 seconds a child dies simply because she is too poor to live.

b. Humanity is mourning as death and disease are on the rise

i. HIV/AIDs has left a generation of orphans in sub-saharan Africa.

ii. Last week Time mag. Reported that a flu pandemic is around the corner.

c. Humanity is captive.

i. Human Trafficking.  – (show picture of kids)  Girls as young as my daughters are being sold in sex slavery by their parents, and these little ones face being raped 30 times a day.

ii. There are 27 million slaves in the world, more than at any time in history.

d. Humanity is blind - “The God of this Age has blinded the minds of unbelievers.”  

e. The world is not the way it’s supposed to be!  

i. Sin and separation from God have brought on desperate conditions

ii. We can’t get ourselves out of this mess. We need God to show up!

2.  There’s BAD NEWS on campus

a. Alec’s talk yesterday about the ruins.

b. God’ s people are not immune to the brokenness on campus.  

i. UT-Austin, where I served as AD – survey of 400 orthodox Christians in 14 different ministries

1. Orthodox in belief – only 5% would say that everyone goes to heaven.  

2. 3 out of 4 women feel bad about how they look once a week or more and 13% admit to an eating disorder

3. 1 out of 3 men view porn weekly or more often

4. 1 out of 5 have suicidal thoughts once a semester or more

5. 24% have been (or are) sexually active in the last year, and that’s who are being honest on the questionnaire. 

c. The naturalistic worldview on which modern education is squarely placed has resulted in a hedonistic, survival-of-the-fittest atmosphere on the modern campus where as the former president of Johns Hopkins U said it, “We are developing highly-skilled barbarians.” 

d. We can’t get ourselves out of this mess.  We need God to show up.

3. There’s BAD NEWS in our fellowship

a. The economy is impacting us – we’re poor?!  

i. Expenses are up, income is down and that’s not good.

ii. With the worldwide economic downturn, funding just got tougher.  As if that was even possible, right.  (Maureen – 10 asks and 9 “no’s”)

b. We are broken-hearted.  We’ve lost some great people.  

i. You probably know someone in your department, area or region who left in the years since we were last together for Spring Meetings.  

ii. We’ve also lost loved ones.

1. Pete Hammond

2. Joanne Fields (note)

3. Sadest of all, Dave Foster isn’t with us this year.  

c. We are mourning.  We are poor.  We need God to show up!

4. Let me bring the scope of the BAD NEWS in real close.  There’s been lots of BAD NEWS at the Thomas home since the last time we were together at Spring Meetings.

a. On Good Friday, a little over a week after SM 07, I was in a surgeon’s office having a core biopsy of what I originally thought was just a new cyst.  

i. BAD NEWS came a week later, as I was diagnosed with an aggressive 3 cm tumor in my right breast.  

ii. Here we were sitting in an oncologist’s office being told that, without chemo and hormone therapy, I had only a 50/50 chance of survival.  I was only 35.  

iii. As I faced test after test, including MRI’s, whole body bone scans, and a lymph-node biopsy, we braced for more bad news.  Would the cancer have spread?  

iv. I would lose all my hair, my breasts and life would change.

v. I needed to stop working, get help and focus on a new goal- survival.

vi. We were mourning and stunned and we needed God to show up!

5. Before I go on to the Good News, let’s take a moment of silent reflection.

a. You may not be facing a life-threatening illness, but what is the BAD NEWS you are grappling reeling from?  In any of these spheres – big picture, campus, InterVarsity, at home? 

b. Where do you really need God to show up?  

c. Be honest, where would you rank your expectancy of what God can and will do about this problem?  

Now it’s Time for GOOD NEWS  


Open with me to Isaiah 61:1-11…
 1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
       because the LORD has anointed me 
       to proclaim good news to the poor. 
       He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
       to proclaim freedom for the captives 
       and release from darkness for the prisoners, [blind)a 

    2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor 
       and the day of vengeance of our God, 
       to comfort all who mourn, 

    3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
       to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
       instead of ashes, 
       the oil of joy 
       instead of mourning, 
       and a garment of praise 
       instead of a spirit of despair. 
       They will be called mighty oaks, 
       a planting of the LORD 
       for the display of his splendor. 

    4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
       and restore the places long devastated; 
       they will renew the ruined cities 
       that have been devastated for generations. 

    5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; 
       foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 

    6 And you will be called priests of the LORD, 
       you will be named ministers of our God. 
       You will feed on the wealth of nations, 
       and in their riches you will boast. 

    7 Instead of your shame 
       you will receive a double portion, 
       and instead of disgrace 
       you will rejoice in your inheritance. 
       And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, 
       and everlasting joy will be yours. 

    8 "For I, the LORD, love justice; 
       I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
       In my faithfulness I will reward my people 
       and make an everlasting covenant with them. 

    9 Their descendants will be known among the nations 
       and their offspring among the peoples. 
       All who see them will acknowledge 
       that they are a people the LORD has blessed." 

    10 I delight greatly in the LORD; 
       my soul rejoices in my God. 
       For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
       and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 
       as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
       and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

    11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
       and a garden causes seeds to grow, 
       so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 
       and praise spring up before all nations. 

Here ye, Here ye.   It is the Year of the Lord’s Favor!  
1. Passage background

a. This is a Salvation Oracle

i. Isaiah probably penned it around 700 B.C.

ii. Jews would have understood “anointing” is for kings like Saul, David, Solomon

iii. Means to set apart as holy, for God.

iv. This was clearly messianic, about a savior of Isreal

v. Comes in a three-chapter cluster (60-62) about the future glory of Zion and God’s people.  

vi. Ultimate picture of hope and expectation

b. Jesus used it as an inaugural address, announcing himself as Messiah in Luke 4. Jesus opened up this script and proclaimed it fulfilled at a synagogue in Capernaum.

c. It sings!  It’s poetic prose.  “The Year of the Lord’s Favor” 

i. Song of the Anointed v. 1-3

ii. The Vindication v. 4-9

iii. The Song of the Vindicated v. 10-11

2. All-encompassing GOOD NEWS that gives proper perspective on the BAD NEWS

a. Poor

i. Before – in poverty, disgraced

ii. After – rich, feeding on wealth of nations, double portion, honor

b. Brokenhearted

i. Before – mourning, ashes, despair, pain

ii. After – gladness, everlasting joy, garment of praise, beauty

c. Captive

i. Before – in prison, captive, spiritually and physically 

ii. After – free, released

d. Blind

i. Septuagint says “blind” for “prisoners”

ii. Jesus read it that way

3. GOOD NEWS  Now is the Year of the Lord’s Favor!  

a. What does it mean to receive the favor of God?  

b. Got Milk?  Campaign

i. Got Identity – oaks of righteousness, priests, ministers, “the blessed”

ii. Got Purpose – Rebuild ancient cities, restore places long devastated, for the display of His Splendor

iii. Got Provisions  - all physical needs met in abundance, feasting on the wealth of nations, hiring foreigners to tend our fields

iv. Got Honor – “double portion of an inheritance” “= parent saying You’re my favorite.” 

v. Got Everlasting Joy!  Happiness, only deeper and forever. 

vi. Got Fame – “known among the nations”

vii. Got  Legacy – descendants

viii. Got  Justice– The one who loves Justice has all the wrongs “righted” 

ix. Got Righteousness  -  Inside and Out 

1.  (“Robe/garments/jewels”) 

2. Righteousness planted inside and springing up 


c. Got God! --  God himself, covenant forever!   He’s our Husband, Provider, Lover, Redeemer, King, Messiah, 

d. “I Delight Greatly in God”!  The only appropriate response!

4. GOOD NEWS at the Thomas Home

a. When situations are really desperate and we trust in God, He shows up powerfully!  

i. The very best things Jason and I did as we faced this bad news was to let God’s people know.

ii. We also made a conscious choice to praise God, no matter what the circumstances. 

iii. We also acted in expectancy of God’s healing.  I attended a prayer meeting in town with people who had healing gifts.  There, a young man prophesied over me that I’d be healed of cancer!  He said other things would be healed as well, and they were!

iv. Miraculously, after 40 years imprisoned by alcohol, my dad was totally set free.  God completely took away the desire to drink, and my Mom and Dad have a new life.  

b. I stand before you as a woman who is cancer-free.  Aside from dealing with the side-effects of treatment (namely,  a lot of extra belly fat), I’m healthy!

c. 2007, the hardest year of our lives, ended up as one of the best years of our lives.  It was the year of the Lord’s Favor! 

i. The BAD NEWS was really bad, and God showed up!

ii. God amazingly sustained Jason, giving him super-human strength.  

iii. He sustained the campus work as Jason persevered, having lost his co-RD and two (of 4) Area Directors in the same month.    

iv. Love was poured out on us.  Housecleaning, laundry service, prayer, thousands of dollars worth of gifts including a Honda Odyssey minivan.  

v. Lots of ministry to people I’d been praying for through my carepage.

d. 2008 was a year filled with more BAD NEWS as we went on to face several  bouts  of headlice, 5 broken bones in our family, the death of my grandmother, and, worst of it all, Jason’s turn to face surgery and hospitalization. 

i. Doing what he loves, he snapped his ACL and needed reconstructive surgery to be able to ever play basketball again.

ii. Determined to push through the hardships, we took a family trip to Disneyworld to celebrate my grandmother’s life.  While there, Jason showed signs of hepatitis.   We rushed from the airport to the E.R., where Jason spent his first-ever night in the hospital.  

iii.  Yet, it was the Year of the Lord’s Favor!  Again, God came through.  With much prayer, Jason’s liver healed itself.  Only last month did we realize the life-threatening peril Jason was in when we talked to another staff member who’d undergone a liver transplant to save his life from the same “hepatitis unspecified.” 

iv. In all our hardships these past few years, we’ve seen God show up again and again through His people, performing miracles and probably most miraculous of all, filling us with joy!  

5. GOOD NEWS IN INTERVARSITY

a. The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon us!  

b. This is the year of the Lord’s Favor

c. We are the Poor, Brokenhearted, Blind, Captives who have been set free, redeemed!

d. We’re in a healing process…

i. Our IV culture has changed to be a learning culture!  

ii. We’re rich!  The Vision campaign & Donor sharing -- Alec has raised almost $7M and an astonishing $13M in deferred gifts. 

iii. We are more aligned around our “Core Process”  and we’ve linked arms and realigned to grow! Amazing servanthood and comraderie from MEM and Strategic Ministries Planting – successful.

e. In collegiate ministries, we are succeeding and where we aren’t yet, we’re learning. 

i. Evangelism 

ii. Planting 

iii. Building

f. In 2005 at our national staff conference, InterVarsity was in crisis.  Now, four years later, we are poised to see God do “immeasurably more than we could ask or imagine.”  We’ve been healed in so many ways.  

g. Where is your level of expectancy?  

6. GOOD NEWS ON CAMPUS in Red River Region

a. I mentioned that just before my diagnosis, we had rolled out a Red River Strategic Plan  (Show Graphic), which took us over a year to develop.  

b. Our Strategic Plan is a visual representation of what we are expecting God to do – as we abide in Him, we will abound in fruitfulness.  (Polarity chart to match)

i. Abiding in Jesus through Scripture and Prayer – Is. 61!

ii. I chose Isaiah 61 b/c God’s leading in our Region

1. Breakthrough 08  -   Me, Jovin, S. Texas and worship leader all “in” Is. 61 apart from each other in weeks leading up.

2. In expectation of God’s leading, we all got trained in prayer ministry.  That’s how expectancy works, you have to make space.  

3. Spirit poured out on students Sat. night.  Weeping.  Freedom. New Believers.  

4. RecWeek 08 we saw students confessing sexual sin and turning to Christ, new believers, leaders emerging, etc.

5. BT 09 was a repeat, but this time much more mobilization around Justice Evangelism.  York spoke. Amazing response in terms of campus outreaches.   

iii. Abounding in Kingdom fruitfulness.  

1. More students and faculty involved than in decades.

2. First-ever Greek staff.

3. Planting – 4 new fellowships

a. The Valley where 95% Latino and few ministries- Nick has built a fellowship of 60 students and saw 10 converts this fall.  

b. Oklahoma Last spring, just after we concluded it would be another year before we reached OK, God sent the perfect staff candidate.  At RecWeek students broke out in cheers.  

4. Building - 

a. Our prayer is to grow annually by 15%, and it’s happening.

b. Where we had small and struggling fellowships, we now can look across the Region and see all of them in healthy places, staffed and poised to grow. 

c. AACM at UT-Austin – hitting it out of the park this year with 60 students coming to prayer every Monday.  “Students come because they expect God to show up.” 

iv. And we are seeing signs and wonders!

1. Evangelism – seeing someone cross from death to life, as Is. 61 shows us is always a miracle.  

a. One fellowship, the University of Houston has seen 31 converts this year alone.   

b. As a region we are on trajectory to see 100 new believers this year.  Again, more than ever in the “recorded” history of the Region!

2. Exciting thing is to hear the stories of “the good news going forth.”  Students are grabbing the all-encompassing power of the Gospel and they are proclaiming it.

3. People healed miraculously.   Let me tell you about Monday.

a. Esther on Monday!  (Tell story)

7. GOOD NEWS FOR THE CAMPUS and the WORLD

a. We are raising up the next generation of men and women who will change the world.

b. They are the oaks of righteousness.

c. Righteousness and praise will spring up before all nations!

8. GOOD NEWS for all Eternity

a. There is a reality beyond what can be seen!  

b. That reality trumps any BAD NEWS.  

c. This is a vision worth dying for.   – passionate closure.  

Application

Thesis:  There’s a lot of bad news out there.  We have been anointed and sent to proclaim the Good News – now is the year of the Lord’s Favor!  Our only appropriate response in the face of Bad News is expectancy that God can and will show up.  

Reflection questions…

Around tables…

1.  Where have you experienced the Lord’s Favor as an Area, Region, Department?  

2. Where do you most desperately need God to show up?

3. How can you create space in expectation that He will move?

4. Spend time praying!  

