Resurrection from the Dead?
Taken from William Lane Craig 

Initially ask students (as whole group or small groups) to explain why they think Jesus rose from the dead?  Discuss. Go over PowerPoint of facts and competing theories allowing the students to take notes…then pair them up to present to each other why they think Jesus really rose from the dead.  (clearly this doesn’t cover everything but at least it gets us started.)
[PP] To deal with any historical argument we must focus on 2 points
1. Historical facts of the event

2. Best explanation of those facts

Ex. Where you born or delivered by stork?


Collect documents, eyewitness accounts and the best explanation is yes you were born.

Part 1

What are the facts of the resurrection?

To look at the facts we must look at the sources of those facts.


Documents written within 1 generation of Jesus



Record the eyewitness accounts surrounding the life of Jesus


Compiled and later termed the “New Testament”

[PP] 4 basics facts from those sources that everyone must deal with. 
1. Buried by Joseph of Arimathea
2. Empty Tomb

3. Jesus post-mortem appearances

4. Disciples radical change in belief

Why do we think these facts are accurate? 

All of the following facts are attested by more than one source material…this should be mentioned as an umbrella reason for the validity of each historical fact.  Once established it may not be necessary to mention per fact. 
· 1 Corinthians 15 – Paul’s writing of an early oral account that dates around 3-5 years after the resurrection is the strongest source with Mark at 60-65AD being the second. 

· The source material for Mathew, Luke and John vary from Mark giving additional proof for multiple accounts of the same event(s).
1. [PP] [PP]  Burial by Joseph of Arimathea
a. Multiple attestments

i. Mark source

ii. Mathew, Luke & John sites

b. Sanhedrin Member


i. Given early Christians dislike for Jewish officials highly unlikely to create the character giving Jesus an honorable burial.

c. No other competing stories in history
2. [PP] [PP] Tomb was Found Empty

a. Multiple & independent sources 
i. Mark source…too early to be a myth, 
ii. Mathew, Luke, 1 Cor 15, sermons found in Acts
b. Discovered by women…

i. Testimony of women was worthless (not even used in court)

ii. Any later legend would have used males

iii. Very embarrassing fact for early church

1. It’s like asking 1st graders their opinion on taxes in our context.

What is the best explanation unless women really discovered it?

c. The earliest enemies accused Christians of “stealing away the body” implying it was missing and had to explain it. 

i. Stealing of a body under Roman guard would have been impossible for unarmed peasants. 
1. Describe roman guards/army 

3. [PP] [PP] Post-mortem Appearances…Various sightings by groups & individuals

a. Multiple attestments- 
i. Peter- Luke, 1 Corth;
ii.  Paul- Paul, Luke; 
iii. 11 disciples- Luke, John, Mathew

iv. Women- Matthew & John 

b. Different times, places, people, circumstances
i. 1 Cor 15 oral teaching about appearing to peter, then 12, then 500 at once then Paul demonstrating in one place the variety of his appearances.
c. Historically certain disciples had experiences to where they thought Jesus rose.

4. [PP] [PP] Early Disciples believe

a. No Jewish belief in dyeing less rising messiah

b. Cross was a cursed death…no one turns around to create a myth of victory out of the cross.
c. Previously there was no resurrection before the end (or full restoration of Israel)

d. Historically certain the 1st disciples experienced a radical change from cultural norms leading them to give their lives for this belief. 

Why change their belief so radically so quickly…if Jesus did not rise from the dead?


What else can you fill the hole of history dug by these facts if not the resurrection?

[PP} Part 2
What is the best explanation of facts?

It is the most reasonable conclusion to trust and believe Jesus rose from the dead to explain these facts. 


All other explanations do not adequately explain the facts.  

SG in pairs, articulate these 4 points of the resurrection to each other. 

Skeptics

1. Gospels are contradictory with inconsistencies

a. What day or time did he die, did carry cross or not, mocked by one or both, # of women, etc…?
· Contradictions are apparent not actual

· Inconsistencies in the secondary details that don’t affect core facts

· Core facts contained within each gospel:  

i. Jesus crucified by Romans, arrested by Jewish authorities at time of Passover feast.

ii. Convicted of blasphemy

iii. Slandered before Pilate of treason

iv. Died within a few hours

v. Buried by Joseph

vi. Women visited empty tomb

vii. Appeared to disciples who then became proclaimers of that resurrection 
· The variances can move one to understand the unpolished nature of the eyewitness accounts thus giving greater credibility to the central facts. 

Non-Resurrection Theories
Taken from: Handbook for Christian Apologetics. Peter Kreeft and Ronald K. Tacelli, IVP, 2003. Pages 71-78
Conspiracy Theory- Why couldn’t the disciples have made up the whole story?
[PP]
1. Disciples are willing to die!
a. Their sincerity is proved by their words and deeds.  They preached a resurrected Christ and they lived a resurrected Christ.  They willingly died for their “conspiracy.”  Nothing proves sincerity like martyrdom.
b. The disciples’ character argues strongly against such a conspiracy on the part of all of them, with no dissenters.  They were simple, honest, common peasants, not cunning conniving liars.  They weren’t even lawyers!  
2. NO Motive!

a. There could be no possible motive for such a lie.  
b. Lies are always told for some selfish advantage.  What advantage did the “conspirators” derive from their “lie”?  
c. They were hated, scorned, persecuted, excommunicated, imprisoned, tortured, exiled, crucified, boiled alive, roasted, beheaded, disemboweled and fed to lions-hardly a catalog of perks!

3. Too weak to steal.

a. If the resurrection were a lie, the Jews would have produced the corpse and nipped this feared superstition in the bud.  All they had to do was go to the tomb and get it.  The Roman soldiers and their leaders were on their side, not the Christians’.  And if the Jews couldn’t get the body because the disciples stole it, how did they do that?  
b. The arguments against the swoon theory hold here too:  unarmed peasants could not have overpowered Roman soldiers or rolled away a great stone while the guards slept on duty.  

Hallucination Theory-  If you thought you saw a dead man walking and talking, wouldn’t you think it more likely that you were hallucinating than that you were seeing correctly?
[PP]
1. There were too many witnesses.  
a. Hallucinations are private, individual, subjective.  Christ appeared to Mary Magdalene, to the disciples minus Thomas, to the disciples including Thomas, to the disciples including Thomas, to the two disciples at Emmaus, to the fishermen on the shore, to James (his “brother” or cousin) and even to five hundred people at once (1 Cor 15: 3-8).  Even three different witnesses are enough for a kind of psychological trigonometry; over five hundred is about as public as you can wish.  
b. And Paul says in this passage (v. 6) that most of the five hundred are still alive, inviting any reader to check the truth of the story by questioning the eyewitnesses.  He could never have done this and gotten away with it, given the power, resources and numbers of his enemies, if it were not true.  

2. They need proof!

a. Not only did the disciples not expect this, they didn’t even believe it at first – neither Peter, nor the women, nor Thomas, nor the eleven.  They thought he was a ghost; he had to eat something to prove he was not (Lk 24:36-43).

3. Hallucinations can’t be real.

a. Hallucinations do not eat.  The resurrected Christ did, on at least two occasions (Lk 24:42-43; Jn 21:1-14).

b. The disciples touched him (Mt 28:9; Lk 24:39; Jn 20:27)

4. Tomb is still empty!

a. A hallucination would explain only the postresurrection appearances; it would not explain the empty tomb, the rolled-away stone or the inability to produce the corpse.  
b. No theory can explain all these data except a real resurrection. 

How do you best explain it?
It is a reasonable and logical explanation based on fact, history and probability that Jesus was raised to life from the dead by God according to the scriptures. 
SG in pairs work through answering the two non-resurrection theories.
Reasons we should be excited to share the Resurrected Jesus:

1. You are not crazy or stupid for believing it!

a. Insecurity fades and doubt dwindles in light of the real resurrection.

2. It’s not just having blind faith.


Jesus does not center around only your personal knowledge of him

a. Beyond your personal experience the resurrected Jesus is fantastically real. 



His reality stands apart from you…therefore is accessible to anyone regardless of their experience.




They don’t have to have an experience to believe in a risen Jesus.

3. Jesus has victory over death…the universal human problem.

He is the hope of humanity.  What barrier can withstand him?  What pain can survive, burden remain untouched, life continue unaltered?

4. People want eternal life…Jesus offers it!

a. The insatiable desire for eternal life now is offered to us in reality…

Every human desires the divine, longs for life…for eternity.  If there is nothing but death why do we long for it…it would be like CS Lewis put it “a fish complaining that the water is too wet…unless he was made for dry ground.”  

We are made to live forever.




Jesus offers it.

5. It’s not a myth…we serve a real God, who really cares and wants to intersect with the reality of your life.
Conrad Adanour- leader of Cologne after WWII, came to power after all the bombing and destruction of the war…invited Billy Graham. Billy, intimidated by this statesman sat in his office one afternoon when Canrad asked him, “Billy, do your really believe Jesus rose from the dead?”  Billy graham, shocked by the simplicity of the question replied, “If I did not believe in the resurrection I would have no gospel to preach.”  Conrad Adanour rose from his chair, looked out his window over the rubble and ruin of his city and said, “Outside the resurrection of Jesus I find no hope for humanity.”

Without the resurrection we are left hopeless to deal with the reality of this world.  

Paul says our faith is in vain, we are still in our sins and we should be pitied among all men for believing a lie. 

Without the resurrection we have no good news to tell of.

But with the reality of the resurrection we offer life to a dying world. 

Ravi Z famously says, “Jesus did not come to make bad men good but to make dead men alive.”

The good news is God did not leave us alone in our chaos but sent Jesus to atone for our sin, reconciling us to God and offering us life through his real resurrection from the dead. 

Are you alive in his resurrection?  Have you made that choice to believe in Jesus, to confess your rebellion against him and believe he loves you and now offers you forgiveness and life?

Truly this is good news!

You are not crazy… you are not blind…Jesus has victory over death… and offers eternal life…what will you choose?
SG Campus Context

What does it mean for you that Jesus really rose from the dead?

What does it mean for our campus that Jesus really rose from the dead?

How does the historical nature of the resurrection invigorate you to share Jesus?

Name 2 students you will share Jesus with this week.

Resurrection from the Dead?


4 Facts from History


Burial by Joseph of Arimathea








Tomb was Found Empty








Post-Mortem Appearances…Various sightings by groups & individuals








Early Disciples Believe 




















Competing non-Resurrection Theories


Conspiracy Theory- Why couldn’t the disciples have made up the whole story?











Hallucination Theory-  If you thought you saw a dead man walking and talking, wouldn’t you think it more likely that you were hallucinating than that you were seeing correctly?






































