Contextualizing the Gospel Through Proxe Stations

By: Jessica Fick, Regional Evangelism Coordinator, GLE 9/08

When studying scripture InterVarsity students and staff typically use the practice of observation, interpretation & application to learn, make sense and apply what God is teaching them.  Many times in evangelism, it is easy to share the “what” or components of the Gospel and jump straight to how a person can apply it to their lives.  However, the question of interpretation “what does this mean to me, or in this context?” is crucial to help our friends make sense of the gospel.  

Below are a few different types of Proxe stations with suggestions of how to contextualize sharing the gospel as it relates to the issue the Proxe station represents.  Any gospel outline should include; God, people, sin, Jesus’ death & resurrection & repentance/Jesus’ lordship.

When interpreting the gospel, it’s important to address both the personal and corporate implications of each component.  Jesus’ resurrection hasn’t just given us power over our personal sins, but the power to bring change to global sins.  In preparation of guiding someone through a Proxe station, consider your own stories of transformation as it relates to the issue.  Be willing to share briefly about how gospel components have been true in your own life. How has evil affected you?  What has been ways Jesus’ power has helped you to overcome evil in your life or the world?  Listen to the stories and comments of the people you are guiding through the Proxe station and affirm points of connection for how the gospel has been contextualized in their own life as well.

How Does Evil invade your space?

Gospel Components




Contextualized

	God
	God created the world for good & intended justice for people & systems.

	People/Sin
	We have damaged our relationships & this world by the choices we’ve made or things others have done to us. Examples: rape, depression, war, poverty.

	God’s Judgment/Jesus’ Death
	Because God is just- evil and injustice must be punished. Jesus death paid for these evils and our rejection of God’s plan for our lives & world. 

	Jesus’ Resurrection
	Instead of death and the perpetuation of evil, Jesus’ resurrection enables personal and corporate healing. Jesus empowers us to bring change to our lives & justice to the world.

	Repentance/Lordship
	Ask for Jesus’ leadership in life & changing the world.  Join a community of Jesus followers who fight against evil & injustice.


Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs

	God
	God created us to be in interdependence upon him & others

	People/Sin
	People have exploited others or have been selfish, ignoring the needs of others.

	God’s Judgement/Jesus death
	Jesus took our self-centeredness, pride and indifference to the needs of others and became a sacrifice for our rejection of God’s ways and harm to others.  

	Jesus’ resurrection
	Jesus is able to make us aware of the needs of people around us and provide for our needs.  We cannot bring lasting change to the world unless Jesus changes us first.

	Repentance/Lordship
	We need to ask for help in caring for the needs of others. Jesus’ leadership & a community help us to practice interdependence, recognize and respond to the needs of others.


Notes:

What are moments of transformation from your life that connect to the gospel story?

What are stories from your life that relate to issues of evil or caring for the needs of others?

Satisfy Your Craving (a.k.a. “Sex Mattress”)

Gospel Components




Contextualized

	God
	God created people with innate value.  We are meant to connect relationally & sexually.

	People/Sin
	People have taken a good thing and used it for their own selfish purposes- this devalues people & is a sin.  Molestation, human trafficking, pornography, lust, and commoditization of people are all broken ways sexuality has been used selfishly.

	God’s Judgment/Jesus death
	For the sins we have committed & the harm done to us, God needs to punish both evil and injustice. Jesus took our punishment for the ways we have perverted sexuality. 

	Jesus’ resurrection
	Jesus is able to restore our relationships & our broken sexuality.  His healing & power are available to change individuals and the systems that perpetuate the commoditization of people.

	Repentance/Lordship
	We must recognize our inability to heal ourselves & ask for Jesus’ leadership in developing healthy relationships & sexuality.  Commit to joining a community of Jesus followers to foster justice & cultivate healthy relationships.  


Secrets & Spirituality

	God
	God created us to be in interdependent community with one another.  We are meant to experience his love and freedom in our lives, relationships and world.



	People/Sin
	Because God’s ways were rejected, people make selfish choices, hide their evil thoughts and deeds. Because of the choice to be independent from God and others, people believe that their negative choices have no consequence for their lives or the lives of others. 

	God’s Judgment/Jesus death
	Because God is just, he must punish the evil that has been done to us or that we have done to others.  Though we deserved the punishment for the ways we’ve concealed truth, Jesus became a sacrifice on our behalf.



	Jesus’ resurrection
	Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, healing and freedom are made possible to reconnect with God and others.  Jesus enables reconciliation with people who have caused harm and the ability to live with appropriate transparency.

	Repentance/Lordship
	We need to ask for Jesus’ leadership and help in connecting with a community that seeks live transparently, support one another and serve together.  We need to continue to turn from fear, selfishness and independence to hope, humility and interdependence.





