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Abraham to David to Exi le to King  Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mat t hew 1:17-18a 
 

ÒSo all  t he generat ions from Abraham to David are fourteen generat ions;  and from David t o 
the deportat ion t o Babylon (Exile),  fourt een generat ions; and from the deportat ion t o 
Babylon (Exile) to t he Messiah,  fourt een generat ions.  Now the birt h of Jesus the Messiah 
took place in t his way.Ó 

 
1 Kings 11 explains where t here was a divided kingdom.  GodÕs promise t o David in 2 Samuel 7:16-
17 is t hat  his house (kingship) wil l last  forever.  But  DavidÕs son Solomon st rayed from the Lord and 
God wanted t o take away t he t hrone from Solomon.   But  for t he sake of David,  the Lord wait ed t o 
do this t o SolomonÕs son.  (1 Kings 11:30-36) 
 
Aft er SolomonÕs death, SolomonÕs son Rehoboam became king of Judah,  but  10 t ribes are then 
st ripped from him and given t o Jeroboam.  These become Israel,  t he Northern 10 t ribes.  
Rehoboam only gets Judah and Benj amin, t he Southern Kingdoms.   Judah is a remnant  t ribe and 
only for the sake of David. 
 
The kings of t he Divided Kingdom are compared to King David.  Did t hey walk in the ways of King 
David,  or did t hey walk in t he way of t heir ancestors (their non-David-king predecessors)?  See e.g. 
of Jeroboam, 1 Kings 14:8 and of Rehoboam 1 Kings 15:3; 2 Chron 21:6b-7;  cf  2 Kings 19:34. 
 
It  seems too t hat  the blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 28 are played out  in t he history of Israel, 
unif ied or divided. 
 
Mat t hew now tells of King Jesus,  who is in t he line of David.   This King Jesus,  DavidÕs son,  will  be 
King of Israel,  and so t he Lord of t he world.   God is fai thful to his promises t o Abraham and to 
David to redeem the world.  And his rule shall  never end. 
 
Think back to Genesis 49:8-10 where Jacob is blessing his sons (t he Twelve Tribes of Israel)Ñand, 
stunningly,  compare Romans 1:5 and 15:12 (where Paul quotes Isaiah 11:12).   Of Judah he 
prophecies: 
 

8Judah,  your brothers shall  praise you;  your hand shall  be on t he neck of your enemies;  
your fatherÕs sons shall  bow down before you. 9Judah is a lionÕs whelp;  from the prey,  my 
son,  you have gone up. He crouches down,  he st retches out  like a lion, like a lionessÑwho 
dares rouse him up? 10The scepter shal l not  depart  from Judah, nor t he rulerÕs staf f from 
between his feet , unt il t ribute comes to him;  and the obedience of the peoples is his.  

 
Think, last ly,  of Acts 2:29-32 where Peter sees Jesus as t he ful f il lment  of GodÕs promise to put  
one of DavidÕs descendants on t he t hrone. 


