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GREEKS AT WAKE FOREST
By Courtney Hatcher
The Campus
Wake Forest University is a private liberal-arts university with 4,000 undergraduate students. The student body is 50 percent Greek, a high level of involvement. The students are from all over the country and are generally from a fairly high socio-economic class.
The Challenges
Wake Forest has a highly “Christianized” campus culture, with a lot of nominal Christians within the Greek system. There are divisions and social stratification on campus. The campus lacks a high level of Greek identity. Students are almost always over-committed and are perfectionists with their studies. There seem to be a lot of obstacles and even, perhaps, spiritual warfare in reaching fraternity men.
Ministry Contacts and Opportunities
There is a well-established undergrad chapter, and a few supportive faculty members. The Greek Life office is receptive to us and we have begun to build a good relationship. There is a core of approximately 15 students who believe in the organization, with three student leaders. There are a few churches that support us in town.
What We Are Doing
We are networking from the undergrad chapter and partnering with it as a joint, but separate, model. We have had a number of GIGs and we are training students in evangelism. We have a biweekly large-group meeting.
The Vision
My vision for planting and building is to network and build from the students we already have involved. I want our Greek IV large group to be a place that welcomes those Greeks on campus who would not feel comfortable in the other Christian groups, but who have spiritual interest. I want to have a Greek Leadership Council that focuses on equipping members of many fraternities and sororities (hopefully all eventually) to be witnesses who lead others to Christ. I gain hope from the great leadership skills my students have, but ultimately, I gain the most hope from sheer faith in the Lord and the work of his Holy Spirit.
God is Working
The growth here has been slow-going, but I am hopeful for the future. I rest in the fact that I am a sower, not a grower. We will continue to work and be creative and wait on the Lord’s Spirit. God has given me good leaders for the upcoming year.
Help Needed
I need lots of encouragement to persevere as I plant at this school, along with the work at UNCG. It can be discouraging at times, and it can be stressful because I never know what to expect. It is uncharted territory, so good advice and training from those further ahead would be invaluable, especially specific to the Greek context. I think planters just need lots of prayer and encouragement in general!
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