Romans 1-8 


Summary 





The Gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith (1:16)


yet the wrath of God is directed at those who refuse to acknowledge or trust in him:


they are without excuse (creation, consciences), yet they approve of things they should be ashamed of


you also are without excuse when you judge people: your judgment shows that you know these things are wrong, yet you do them or other things even worse


even you Jews, who don’t practice idolatry or adultery, are no better: you vaunt yourselves before God by boasting in things you should be grateful for: the law and a knowledge of God. (2:17ff)


Do Jews have any advantage? yes—the word of God! (3:1)


Does that make us any better as people? NO WAY! Gratitude, not pride, should be the result. (3:9ff)


What is the place of the things we used to think of as stepping stones to God, I.e., the Works of the Law? These things aren’t stepping stones, but stumbling blocks—they lull us into thinking our standing before God is based on our goodness, not his. They produce in us a boastful attitude, but under the gospel of grace, boasting is excluded.


Not even Abraham was able to boast in his works! He too was saved by faith. (4:1ff). All of Abraham’s spiritual descendants are saved in the same way.


Therefore, since we are justified by faith, (5:1)


Let us have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,


let us boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God, and


let us also boast in our sufferings rather than becoming bitter against God, knowing that our sufferings produce endurance, character, hope and hope’s fulfillment, the Spirit and God’s love poured out into our hearts. We even can boast in our union with Christ! (This indeed is a different kind of boasting!) 


Union with Christ is parallel in some ways but much greater than union with Adam. For by Adam we were all dragged into sin, but by Christ we were all brought into abundant grace—this free grace doesn’t simply bring us back to zero, but multiplies more and more in our favor. (5:12-21)


So if, as sin is multiplied grace is also, should we sin to multiply grace even more? By no means! (6:1) Newness of life, glory of the father, the resurrection of Jesus: these things are available to us if we walk in them by faith. I.e., sanctification, like justification, comes by faith. So our understanding of the law used to mean for a job description leading to pride and sin, but now the law is seen as a doctor’s prescription for our health. We don’t simply throw out the law in response to grace, but we embrace a 180-degree shift in thinking so that we can pursue the obedience which leads to righteousness (6:17), not a works righteousness but an obedience of faith leading to sanctification. 


So sanctification is indeed possible, not by throwing out the old law but by embracing a very different attitude toward God. (7:1ff) The true law is good, perfect, holy and I deep down I delight in it. But the law also arouses boastful passions, helping me to think of myself as better than others, rather than as someone who has received great unmerited gifts from a generous God. So I find that I continue to struggle in my relationship with God and the law, continuing to turn things that he has done for me on their head and take pride in them as if I had done them for God. This I continue to struggle with, though I hate the fact that I do. Is there any hope for me? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. He has not only saved me from sin and its penalty, he is even saving me from the sinful tendency to take pride in that salvation! 


So therefore there is no condemnation for those who live by faith in Jesus Christ! (8:1)


God has done through Jesus what the law could never do, so that anyone, regardless of distinctives or merit, could fulfill the just requirement of the law simply by faith. Faith has to do with what we set our mind to, a momentum not a position, a direction not an achievement. When we set our minds to the things of God, God’s Spirit bears witness that we have been made children, and joint heirs with Christ. 


So therefore, boast in your sufferings (5:1) because the sufferings of the present day are nothing compared to the glory about to be revealed to us, glory that we will participate in, glory that the whole of creation has been longing to see consummated. Be encouraged, even though you suffer, because of the great truth and goodness of these facts:


our current suffering ï future glory (8:18). If you are groaning for fulfillment, join the crowd. Even creation, which doesn’t know half what we know, groans for fulfillment also.


HS helps us now, is interceeding on our behalf (8:26-27)


God works all things together for good for those who love him (8:28)


We have been chosen to be born into God’s family—he’s committed to us (8:29)


IF God is on our side, that is enough to be assured of victory! (8:31)


Consider Christ: If God is willing to give up the best gift in the universe, is he going to be stingy with trifles? (8:32)


If God justifies us, who is there to condemn us? (8:33) If Christ is judge but also the one who intercedes for us, who can say anything?


Nothing can separate us from the love of God. Nothing in creation, nothing in time. Nothing is able (dunesthai, power, 1:16) to prevent our salvation.





THEREFORE, THE GOSPEL IS THE POWER OF GOD FOR SALVATION!





