Parable Bible Studies, Rich Lamb





PARABLE STUDY - GENERIC OUTLINE








1) What is the situation in which the parable is told?  Who are the people hearing it?





2)  Why does Jesus tell the parable?





3) How does the parable go?  What are the motivations of the characters within the story?





4) Are there any historical situations or cultural norms/oddities that need to be explained, or that have any effect on the meaning of the parable?





5)  What within the parable is being compared or contrasted by Jesus?





6) What is Jesus' concluding statement?  How does it fit with everything he has said before?





7) How does this teaching of Jesus apply to my life?  Can I relate to what he is talking about? Are there any situations that I might face (or have faced) that would parallel the parable? Are there things I need to respond to?














Additional questions:


How does Jesus' parable reflect the "good news" of the kingdom of God?


How does does it reflect the upside-down nature of the kingdom when compared to the world?


What does Jesus use as a motivator for his hearers?


