Love of God and Love of Neighbor: 

Breath deeply, settle you mind and heart and ask God to show you His love.

1 John 4.7-21

My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God.  Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God.  The person who refuses to love doesn't know the first thing about God, because God is love-so you can't know him if you don't love.  This is how God showed his love for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live through him.  This is the kind of love we are talking about-not that we once upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage they've done to our relationship with God.

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other.  No one has seen God, ever.  But if we love one another, God dwells deeply within us, and his love becomes complete in us-perfect love!

This is how we know we're living steadily and deeply in him, and he in us: He's given us life from his life, from his very own Spirit.  Also, we've seen for ourselves and continue to state openly that the Father sent his Son as Savior of the world.  Everyone who confesses that Jesus is God's Son participates continuously in an intimate relationship with God.  We know it so well, we've embraced it heart and soul, this love that comes from God.

God is love.  When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives in us.  This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we're free of worry on Judgment Day-our standing in the world is identical with Christ's.  There is no room in love for fear.  Well-formed love banishes fear.  Since fear is crippling, a fearful life-fear of death, fear of judgment-is one not yet fully formed in love.

We, though, are going to love—love and be loved.  First we were loved, now we love.  He loved us first.

If anyone boasts, "I love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. if he won't love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can't see?  The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people.  You've got to love both.
--The Message, Eugene Peterson

In light of the passage consider the relationship between the love of God and the love of neighbor.  (The following questions should help you.  Read through them once and address prayerfully the ones that stand out to you.  )
1.    What is the relationship between the love of God and the love of neighbor?

2. In what precise ways are the love of God and the love of neighbor bound together?  

3. Are they inextricably interwoven?  Can they be separated? 

a.  Is one of more importance than the other? 

b.  Is one prior to the other?  

c. Is one possible without the other? 

d. Are they of different "orders" that is, does one love the neighbor directly and God only indirectly?

4. The question may also be understood to inquire about God's love for the neighbor as well as our love for the neighbor.  Do we discover who is our neighbor by asking who it is that God loves? 

a.  Does God's love for our neighbor put demands on us?  

b. Who is our neighbor?  Are family, friends and students more our neighbor than those at a distance?

5. As with the other questions, your interpretation of the question as well as your response is of great importance.  In your life you have sorted out your answer in action and words; and your answer reflects your understanding of the question and its importance for the spiritual life.  

a. How does your life evidence priority of the love of God?  

b. How are you doing in both receiving and returning the love of God?

c. How has your love of God, or lack thereof, affected your love of neighbor? 

d. Think back over your life-has your answer always been the same as it is today? 

e. What about your love of your enemies?  

(These questions are modified from Henry C. Simmons’ In the Footsteps of the Mystics.)
Close by praying that God would increase both your love of Him and your love of Neighbor.

Lord Jesus Christ, your stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: so cloth us with your Spirit that we, stretching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you: for the honor of your Name. Amen!


The Book of Common Prayer

O Lord which dost teach us that all our doings without charity are nothing worth; send thy Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and all virtues, without the which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee:  Grant this for thy only son, Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen.

Thomas Cranmer--1552

