Samples of Everyday Stewardship

| like to compare our livesto an iceberg. What is below the water lineisthe inward redity. What shows
at thetop is our everyday lifestyle. These two are solidly connected and stable — as long as the former
vadly outweighsthe laiter. A balanced lifestyle based on God' s kingdom rests on unchanging biblical
principles that apply anywhere.

I’ ve found these foundationd principles hugdy hdpful since college:

Affirm God’ s ownership: “The earth isthe LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and al who

liveinit” (Ps24:1). All that we are or have isagracious gift from the Almighty.

Grasp genuine godliness: What greater quest could there be than becoming like Jesus (1 Ti

6:6-11)? Practicing obedience in response to hisincredible love, we find God transforming us.

Discover simplicity of focus: As God-focused living replaces our wrong focus or lack of

focus, our Father frees us from anxieties while providing necessities (Mt 6:19-34).

Ashe did with the disciples, Jesustrains usto trust him in smal things before handing us even
bigger opportunities. In my case, such stretches came with a summer misson project, and later a
newborn’s hedth chalenges. The outcomes include (according to 1 Ti 6:6-19):

- contentment: We learn the difference between need and desire, what someone has called a

“theology of enough.”

enjoyment: God has dready provided for us richly, no matter how we compare with those we

think rich. His gifts are enriched by thanksgiving.

gener osity: Rather than holding on too tightly to what God has provided, we ddlight in

deploying them for his purposes.

real life: Through his passon, Jesus has welcomed usinto his surprisng kingdom. We won't

miss out on the most important things as we gtick with him.

Living in God's kingdom impacts our relationships, career choices, goas, consumption patterns
and everything dse. Seek out transparent models of kingdom living, and you can become one. Those
I’ve most gppreciated have influenced me to ask mysdf:

Why not make and use asmple budget? Will | seek help writing it and keeping to it?

How can | chalenge mysdf to incressingly radical and joyful generosity?

What disciplines can hep me diminate impulse spending?

What's my dtrategy for avoiding — or escaping — the trap of consumer debt?

Will ahousing choice reflect God' s purpase in my community? Or limit my generosty?

How does my relationship to my “daily bread” show God's care for me and for others?

Why buy new when used works fine? Do | redly need what most assume is a necessity?

What forms of entertainment consume significant resources as well astime?

Are my ongoing financid commitments executed faithfully and efficiently (e.g., viadirect deposit

or free eectronic fund transfer)?

Who will 1 ask to walk alongside me and keep me accountable to my commitments?

Aswe weigh the future ramifications of our options, our heart and attitude are important. We
reap what we sow. Oriented by weighty redlities, the shape of God's caling becomesvisble like the
waterline edges of an iceberg. Instead of melting into our surroundings, may Jesus use us to renew and
transform the communities and individuas he cdls usto serve in his name.

Dyann Egleston recently moved to Madison, Wisconsin from InterVarsity' s Cedar Campus, having worked
with InterVarsity since her student days at Bradley University. She frequents Aldi’ s to feed husband John
(InterVarsity staff services coordinator) and three unique and active children. She'll gladly continue this
conversation via d{ at}jdata{ dot} name to encourage you on your journey as one entrusted with God’ sriches.



