Mark 4:35-5:20 (Week 9) Study Notes and Questions
Key Theme

Fear, faith & authority.  

Section 1: 4:35-4:41: The Storm of Wind & Sea

What is the context before this passage begins?  Then what happens?

Jesus is teaching parables to the crowd from the boat.  Then they take the boat across the sea. 

How do you think the disciples felt when Jesus told them to leave?  Why did they choose to leave at night?

Maybe glad to leave the crowd and have Jesus to themselves, but probably a little worried about travelling at night.  The Sea of Galilee is like a basin, surrounded by high mountains.  Sudden violent storms on the sea are common.  The wind is strongest in the afternoon, so fishing is done early in the morning or at night, but a storm at night is more dangerous.  The fishermen among the disciples would've known this.  For the Jews, the sea was a manifestation of the realm of death (the Jews did not have a happy relationship with the ocean – always terrified of it).  

How do you think the disciples felt when the storm arose?  What did they do?

What's going on?  They're afraid, and it must be bad, because they have presumably weathered a lot of storms at sea before.  They woke Jesus.  

What is their attitude in questioning Jesus?  What do they expect from him?

"Do you not care...?". They must sound sarcastic, fearful, doubting.  They obviously expect Jesus to be concerned too, to take action, maybe bail with them.  They are scared of Jesus not caring, and of death.

What are some reasons Jesus might have gone to sleep? What has he just been teaching about? (parables.) How is his falling asleep like a parable? (he wants them to come to him rather than suffer through the storm on their own)

This is Jesus' first rebuke of the disciples.  What does he rebuke them for?

Having no faith, being afraid.  In Mark, "faith" means faith in Jesus and in his words.  They should have had faith in his words "Let us go across to the other side".  Instead, they feared that they would die in the middle of the lake.  

What is the contrast before and after Jesus speaks?

Fear and faith.  How is fear the opposite of faith?  If they had faith, they wouldn't have any fear, because they would have been confident in Jesus' ability to save them.  

How do they respond to Jesus? What soil are the disciples?

They respond "Who then is this?".  They are rocky soil – trials and tribulations shatter their faith.  See Psalm 107:23-32.  

Section 4:42-5:20: The Storms of the Demoniac

What happens next?  Where?

They encounter a demoniac in the country of the Gerasenes, which is gentile country.

Why do you think Mark spends so much time describing the demoniac?  What is his condition?  What does the demoniac say?

Mark's making it clear that this man is a really bad case.  Not just an eccentric – this man couldn't live near people, and was a danger to himself and others.  As a result, he had been treated like a wild animal.  He's confused, home to a legion of demons.  But he immediately recognizes Jesus' divinity and power, and worships him, yet fears him.  He's articulate enough to communicate this.  

Use emotions to make a picture of the situation. What does the man feel like? What connections do you see to previous passages? (he's in total bondage to the strong man) How does Jesus plunder the strong man here? 

Why does Jesus ask him his name?

This is part of the problem – the man has an identity crisis: "My name is... for we are".  In that society, names were thought to signify the nature of a person – this assumes that knowing the precise name of an adversary gives you power over him.  Jesus shows that he has mastery.  

Why does Jesus send the demons into the swine?  What does Jesus' response to the man show about his attitude to the swine?  To the man?

By sending the demons into the swine, Jesus heals the man – now he won't destroy self or others.  Jesus shows this man is not an animal, he's worth more than 2000 pigs.  And the fate of the swine shows us what the demons intended to do to the man.  

Contrast the picture of the man in verse 15 with how he was previously?  What other contrast does this remind you of?

Now clothed, in his right mind, calm.  Before he was in turmoil, destructive.  Similar to Jesus calming the storm – Jesus has calmed the storm in the man just as he calmed the storm at sea.  Lord over nature and people.  

How do the people respond?  How do we see the parable of the sower lived out in this?

The people display fear, not faith.  They flee, then ask Jesus to leave.  They don't receive the word – they lose it immediately as they send Jesus away.  Hard soil.  By contrast, the demoniac is good soil.  He is on the inside, they are on the outside.  

What does the man want?  Why doesn't Jesus let him?

To be with Jesus, like the disciples, to be called to follow.  But Jesus wants him to stay and tell people (contrast with the leper, who was asked to be quiet).  Why?  This man is a gentile, has no messianic expectations.  Looks like Jesus wants the man to begin preparing the gentile soil. What does Jesus give the man instead?  Vision for his life, he can be a man who has friends again, he is commissioned.

What does it mean to be a witness?  How did the demoniac do at this task?

Being a witness means telling people what Jesus has done.  When people saw the demoniac and heard his testimony, they marvelled.  See Psalm 107:10-16.

Application Questions

· How is fear the opposite of faith in the two stories?

In both, people fear power (of the sea, and of Jesus) and don't trust in Jesus' desire to do good or save them.  

· When we fear, what are we putting our faith in?

Rather than God, we're putting our faith in mid-terms and money, friends and relationships – we allow things and people to have power over us, trusting in them to provide or fearing that they won't, rather than putting our faith in Jesus.  

· According to Mark, what are we to have faith in? (Jesus' words)

· What words of Jesus challenge our fears?  Of what are we afraid?

· What does it mean for us to be witnesses on campus?  In the rest of our lives?

Mark 5:21-5:43 (Week 10) Study Notes and Questions
Key Theme

Fear, faith & authority in the kingdom.  

The Healing of a Bleeding Daughter: 5:21 – 5:34

During the prep time, ask students to compare and contrast Jairus and the woman.  May also want to assign parts and have them each retell the story from their character's perspective, in the following order: crowd, Peter, Jairus, woman.

Where are we?  What's happening?

We're back in Jewish country.  Jairus, ruler of the synagogue comes to Jesus.  He approaches Jesus humbly, besought him, fell at his feet.  How must he have been feeling?  Desperate, at the end of his resources.  Who else comes to Jesus?  A woman, suffering from bleeding. 

Compare Jairus and the woman:

Jairus
Woman

Ruler, leader in synagogue
Unclean in synagogue

Well known name
Unnamed

Rich, has servants
Poor, money all spent

Respected status
Outcast

Male
Female

Asking for daughter
Asking for self

Urgent situation
Chronic problem

Comes to Jesus publicly
Comes to Jesus in secret

Daughter healed secretly
Healed in public

Humble, but able to approach Jesus
Afraid to approach Jesus

But both: are humble and desperate, fall down before Jesus, are afraid, are taking a social risk, have faith in Jesus, experience Jesus' touch.  Both stories involve daughters and 12 years.  

Look at the woman: Describe the setting the woman walks into, including society's view of her.  Why does Jesus respond the way he does?

Why does she come to Jesus?  Acting on what she heard.
Why did she come the way she did?  Ashamed, outcast.
How does she show her faith in Jesus? Going up to him, touching his garment.
What was she afraid of?  Rejection, abuse.
Why did Jesus stop?  He felt the touch, but wanted to make it public.  He wanted her to respond, to confess with her mouth.  Hard for a woman to speak out at all in front of an Eastern crowd. 

What does Jesus do for her?  Healing, but also public status-giving.  She is precious in his eyes.

How does Mark know the details of her 12 year long condition?  Jesus heard the whole story (she "told him the whole truth"). 

How long would that take?  A while, it was a long story with many doctors.
Why did Jesus listen to the whole story?  To value her.
What are Jairus and the disciples thinking?  "Jesus, let's move it – we've got an important man here, and his daughter is dying".  

How did the disciples respond to her?  How did Jesus?  The disciples just saw her as one of the crowd, a delay on their way to do something important.  Jesus saw a daughter.  

What would Jesus' response communicate to the disciples and Jairus?  This woman is also a daughter (of someone important), she's also valuable.  See 3:33-34 – this woman is in the family because she does God's will.  

Then what does Jesus say to her?  Why? Your faith has made you well.  She may have been thinking it was magic, his garment.  Jesus wants her to know that it involves faith. 

Then what did he say?  Why is this important?  He tells her to go in peace.  She came in fear, but can now go in peace because she has been healed physically but also spiritually.  

So why did Jesus call the woman forward? What does she get as a result of coming forward? 

This is a visible affirmation of her faith, and shows that her object of faith is him, and not a garment.  Also wanted her to confess with her mouth, which was hard for a woman in that culture.  He wanted a face to face encounter, to let her experience his love.  He showed her that it was all right to touch him – he gave the gift of himself.  He makes the miracle public.  She gets identity, called "daughter", a chance to tell her story.

What parable does the woman demonstrate?

The measure you use is the measure you receive. 

The Raising of a Dead Daughter: 5:35- 5:43

What's happened by the time Jesus finishes with the woman?  How would Jairus and the disciples feel?  What's Jesus' response?

By now, Jairus' daughter has died.  Jairus would be feeling grief and helplessness, but also anger and frustration at the delays.  The disciples are probably bummed to miss their big break; healing Jairus' daughter would really have boosted Jesus' reputation.  Jesus responds that he should suspend fear and simply believe.   Jesus invites Jairus to have faith at another level – Jairus believes Jesus can heal his living daughter, but has no concept of Jesus' authority over death: "do not fear, only believe".  

What do they find at the house when they arrive? What does Jesus say?  Why?

The mourners are there. Jesus tells them that the child is not dead but sleeping.  This gives them another parable.  It's not a lie – it's a parable of the truth.  Jesus is communicating truth but they reject it and fail to ask "what do you mean?".

How do the mourners respond?  What does this say about them?

They laugh at Jesus, which reveals hard hearts – they are not part of "inside group" who come to Jesus for more.  So Jesus puts them outside, because they are on the outside – to them everything is in parables, so they won't see or understand the miracle.  Even what little they had is taken away.  When they see the little girl healed, they'll probably think "I guess she was sleeping, after all".  

Who does Jesus take with him?  What does he do and say?

Jesus takes the 3, plus her parents. Where have we seen Peter James and John singled out before?  On the hillside – they were singled out to be insiders.  And again, they are insiders, the mourners are outsiders.  The parents are also insiders, because of their faith. What were Jairus and his wife afraid of?  That she would not be healed.  But they show faith by going into the dead girl's room with Jesus and allowing him to minister to her.

Mark records Jesus' words in Aramaic (the gospel is written in Greek) because they're so important.  He speaks healing, and then tells the parents to feed her.  He's looking after all her needs.  He also tells them not to tell people about this, because he doesn't want to make her a spectacle. 

What parables do we see in this story?  Inside/outside, measures

Contrast the woman and the daughter. How is Jesus' response to them freeing to women?

· One is at the beginning of life, the other at the end.  

· One born just when the other began to suffer.

· Both low on social ladder: female, unclean (even though Jairus' daughter is rich)

Jesus takes time with both of them, considers them daughters, cares for their needs beyond the immediate healing, upholds them in the presence of males. 

Application Questions

· Consider Jesus' choice in 5:32 – whether to go on and deal with the urgent need or stay and deal with the woman's less urgent need.  Jesus understands the difference between urgent and important.  We always tend do urgent things, ignoring or not getting to those things that are really important (The Tyranny of the Urgent).  Jesus had a sense of priorities – he knew what was really important and he did that.  How does the urgent vs important distinction impact our lives?

· Review the theme of fear and faith: we have seen 4 episodes since the parable of the sower (two storms: crossing the sea and the demoniac, and two daughters: Jairus's daughter and the woman).  How is each handled?  Jesus speaks!  He has authority and power, exercised by his word.  The response is faith, not fear.  They all feel out of control of their lives, but Jesus is able to control.  He shows compassion with which he cares for people. What are the storms in your life?  What do you fear?


