Amos 8-9 Bible Study

1) Opening singing and prayer (10 mins.)
2) Together (10 mins.)What have been the dominant themes, issues, motifs of Amos so far?  Do you have any unanswered questions at this point? 

a. Review the prehistory of Amos from 1 Kings 12.  

b. In chapter 7, God used the image of the plumbline to indicate Israel’s spiritual condition, finding Israel’s structure to be tottering in comparison to God’s truth.

Read Amos 8. [14.28-16.19]  Individual Study (7-8 mins.)

3) Small Group (35 mins.)  What are the foci of God’s displeasure with Israel in this section (vs. 5-8) or [15.9-19]?  

4) Describe Israel’s attitude towards worship (vs. 5ff)?  

a. How do their economic priorities interact with worshiping God?  

b. What is lacking in their understanding of the two?

c. How might a right view of God impact their view of how economics and worship interact?  What about ours? 

5) What are the results of God’s judgment (verses 1-4 & 9-14) [14.29-5.8 & 15.20-16.19]?  

a. Describe the character of the coming famine, what areas of Israel’s life will it effect?  Why is this such a horrible thing?  

b. Why does God turn His Word and worship into famine, mourning, and finally silence?  consider holistic judgement on holistic apostasy
c. How is the image of ripe fruit appropriate for describing God’s judgement on Israel?  Requires time, lots of patience, planting and cultivating
6) Do concerns for moral goodness, righteousness, justice, economic fairness, etc. regularly intersect with your worship of God?  Why or why not?  

a. Describe your, your campus fellowships’ and your churches’ attitudes towards worshiping God?  Reflect on this in prayer.
Read Amos 9:1-6 [16.20-17.18]  Individual Study (3-5 mins.)

7) Small Group (15 mins.)Where is God pictured in this section?  Why does Israel’s judgment begin within the false temple (verse 1)?

8) Describe the extent of God’s judgment here? (Motyer has some perceptive comments on p. 194.)  

a. Why is God so tenacious, so thorough?  

b. What does this tell us about God’s attitude toward sin?  Compare to encompassing comfort of Psalm 139, Romans 8, etc.
9) In what terms does the Lord describe himself (verses 5-6)?  Thinking over Amos, what actions indicate that they’ve forgotten who this God is?

Read Amos 9:7-15 [17.19-18.24]  Individual Study (7-8 mins.)

10) Small Group (25 mins.)  How does God view Israel compared to her pagan neighbors?  Why is living distinctively so important to God?  differentiating God from idols
11) How is your fellowship back home distinct from the rest of campus or the world?  Indistinct?  

a. What have we learned in Amos about making our Christian lives--individually and corporately—distinct from our world?

12) What does this last section reveal to us about the purposes of God’s judgement?  It works like a sieve within Israel separating God’s people from fakes  

13) What good things are to come with the day of the Lord?  

a. How will it affect their life?  Their economy?  Their labor?  Their environment?  

b. Why would each of these be significant for Amos’ audience? 

c. What is God’s ultimate purpose in revealing his grace to Israel?  God’s covenant blessings beginning with Abraham were for the nations.  Here God promises to fulfill those blessings.
14) Together (5 mins.)Walk through Themes and Applications sheet

a. Small Groups (10 mins.)  Using the Themes Sheet and Review of Amos, take some time to write down 2 or 3 things God has taught you through studying Amos.  

b. What concrete steps can you take to put these into action?  Share commitments and pray for one another.

Songs


#92 “We Have Not Known Thee”


#24 “None Other Lamb”


“Grow Something New”


“What E’re You Will”


“My Glorious Victor”


“Why Should I Fear”


“Oh, Magnify the Lord”








