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Jesus in Darfur:

A Christian Response to Genocide
11Rescue those being led away to death;


hold back those staggering toward slaughter.

12If you say, "But we knew nothing about this,"


does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?

   Does not he who guards your life know it?

Will he not repay each person according to

what he has done?














Proverbs 24:11-12
May 2, 2005
Dear [INSERT PASTOR/PRIEST/RECIPIENT NAME HERE], 
Greetings!  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are a multi-
denominational group of Christian students united by a living faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
Recently, we have been praying about what it means for the Church to respond to injustice and oppression 
in the world.
As you might have heard, there is an ongoing genocide occurring in Darfur, the western region of Sudan.  
For more than a year, the Sudanese government has been conducting a calculated campaign of slaughter, 
rape, starvation and displacement to systematically eliminate an entire people group.  The government has 
worked with Arab militias known as the Janjaweed, supplying them with weapons, army troops, and air 
power.  Peaceful villages are burned.  Men and boys are castrated and often left to bleed to death.  
Women are gang-raped.  So far, an estimated 300,000 children of God – people who bear his image – 
have died, and more than 2 million are in danger of further violence and starvation.  While injustice and 
oppression are a common and inevitable result of our fallen and depraved world, the situation in Darfur seems to be uniquely evil and irrational.
As Christians, we feel we have a special call to respond to such terrible transgressions.  Particularly, 
Proverbs 24:11-12 has caught our attention.  Solomon writes, “Rescue those being led away to death; hold 
back those staggering toward slaughter.  If you say, ‘But we knew nothing about this,’ does not he who 
weighs the heart perceive it?  Does not he who guards your life know it?  Will he not repay each person 
according to what he has done?”  Other verses confirm God’s deep heart for the oppressed and his 
compelling desire for his people to act against oppression (Isa 1:17, 58:6-7; Jer 21:12; Am 5:21-24; Mt 
25:31-46; 1 Jn 3:17-18).  Scripture speaks with a clarity, potency, and authority that commands our 
response.
We believe that the Church in the United States has enormous potential to witness to God’s love, 
compassion and justice in standing up against the genocide in Darfur.  We also believe that the Church 
has the capacity to concretely impact events taking place today through prayer, raising awareness, 
political involvement, and fundraising.  Historically, the Church has participated in all of these activities 
as an advocate for the oppressed, such as during the US Civil Rights movement, the Independence 
movement fighting colonialism in India and Korea, the solidarity movement fighting communism in 
Poland, the fight against apartheid in South Africa, and much more.
Included are practical actions your church can take as well as a preview of a recent Christianity Today 
editorial on the Church’s calling to end genocide in Sudan.  We hope this information will be useful to 
you and encourage your congregation to pray and reflect on how God has called you to respond to the 
genocide in Darfur.  We feel Scripture commissions all believers to respond to this abominable 
oppression.
Grace be with you,
Students of Christian Fellowships at [INSERT SCHOOL NAME HERE]
Call and Write Your U.S. Senators: Relief & Protection

(What:  Currently there is legislation being considered in both the Senate and the House that, if approved, 

would send more aid to Darfur, mandate increased civilian protection, and appoint a special U.S. envoy to Sudan.  Call and write your U.S. senators to urge them to support legislation that will help end the genocide.

(Why:  National legislation and action is the most powerful means of aiding the Sudanese refugees and ending the genocide.  American action will set a precedent and spur an international response.  Since America is a democracy, the voice of individual constituents is extremely important in effecting change!  Senator Paul Simon, who died in 2003, said after the 1994 Rwandan genocide: 

"If every member of the House and Senate had received 100 letters from people back home saying we 

have to do something about [the genocide in] Rwanda, when the crisis was first developing, then I think 

the response would have been different." 

(How:  Write your U.S. Senators and urge America to take a more active role in ending the genocide in Darfur.  Also, you may call the Senate switchboard toll-free at 1-866-877-4455 and the receptionist will direct you to the staff of any U.S. Senator.  Sample scripts are included on page 6.

(Tip:  Consider organizing a church letter-writing or phone-calling event.

Call and Write Your State Legislators: Divestment

(What: Over 91 billion dollars of U.S. state pension funds are invested in companies that do business with Sudan.  Call and write your state legislators to urge them to divest state pension funds from Sudan-related companies.

(Why: Divesting from Sudan is a peaceful way to send a strong message to the Sudanese government that the genocide it is perpetrating will come at a cost.  Ending investment in Sudan will also reduce the funding it relies on to carry out the genocide, which involves militias armed with high-tech weapons funded by the government's oil money.

(How: Write or call your state legislator using the script or sample letter included on page 6.  Your state legislator’s contact information can be found at www.vote-smart.org. For more information divestment, see www.sudandivestment.org.

(Tip: Consider publicizing your congregation’s concern that state pension funds are invested in Sudan.

The Genocide Intervention Fund (GIF)

(What:  The GIF is a tax-exempt fund designed to provide a way for individual citizens to support African Union (AU) peacekeepers in Darfur. It supports AU field operations, making it possible for necessary AU peacekeepers to remain in Darfur and protect civilians and aid workers, but explicitly excludes the purchasing of lethal equipment.

(Why:  The presence of AU peacekeepers in Darfur will allow humanitarian aid to reach its intended recipients, prevent escalation of violence, and help diffuse tensions through diplomatic efforts. The GIF provides vital financial support for the AU because national governments have failed to do so.

 (How:  Donate to the Genocide Intervention Fund at:


Internet: www.genocideinterventionfund.org; click on  ‘Action Center’ and then on ‘Donate’.

Mail: Genocide Intervention Fund, c/o Center for American Progress,1333 H Street, NW, 10th Floor, Washington, DC 


           20005. Checks payable to “Center for American Progress” with “Genocide Intervention Fund” in the memo line.

Humanitarian Aid

(What:  Over 2 million Darfurians whose homes have been destroyed are currently in refugee camps in Chad and desperately need food, medicine, healthcare, clothing, and shelter. The food shortage is quickly becoming a crisis, as the World Food Program had to cut rations in half due to limited funds and high demand. 

(Why:  While long-term peace is only possible through political means, the victims suffering now cannot wait for help. Thus, it is essential to immediately address their basic needs through humanitarian aid. It is Jesus, after all, whom we are feeding, clothing, caring for, and sheltering (Matthew 25:31-46).

(How:  Donate money to help the refugees.  Below are a few Christian relief organizations working in Darfur:

World Vision

World Vision is providing supplies and food to children and families in Darfur.

To donate: www.worldvision.org

By mail: Send checks to World Vision, P.O. Box 78481, Tacoma, WA 98481-8481
Catholic Relief Services

To date, CRS has pledged an initial $6 million for relief efforts in Sudan and Chad.  CRS works in El Geneina, the capital of West Darfur, as well as along the Sudan-Chad border in the "Kulbus corridor," including the Sirba, Selea, and Kondobe areas.

To donate:  www.catholicrelief.org

World Relief

World Relief is providing humanitarian aid to children and families in Darfur in collaboration with the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee, Food for the Hungry, MAP International, Northwest Medical Teams International and World Concern.
To donate: www.wr.org

Prayer
(What:  Ultimately, we can do nothing without God’s blessing and support, and God will surely listen and answer if we lift up honest and humble prayers (Matthew 7:7-12).

(Why:  God is our greatest hope in this time and in the time to come!

(How:  Here are a few suggestions of things to pray for…

…the end of the genocide in Darfur…

…adequate supplies and food in the refugee camps…

…the safety of aid workers and peacekeepers…

…spiritual, emotional and physical recovery among the victims…

…the repentance of the perpetrators of the genocide …

…the end of apathy within the international community…

…a lasting and stable peace in Sudan.

(Tip:  Consider publishing a list of prayer requests for Sudan in the church bulletin or praying together as a congregation, and join thousands around the world in lifting our pleading voices to the Lord.
Informing the Congregation (for Clergy and Church Leaders)


Jesus taught that our community extends beyond racial and geographic boundaries (Luke 10:25-37).  Please consider the following measures to exhort church members, friends, and fellow clergy to take action to stop the genocide:


(Speak out!  Make an announcement, offer a prayer, or discuss the Darfur genocide in your 


weekly sermon.


(Create a distinct insert for your church bulletin.


(Discuss this with your elders or deacons, clergy of other churches, and community leaders. The 


material in these pages will be available for download and distribution on the Harvard Darfur 


Action Group’s website (www.darfuractiongroup.org), in the “Take Action” section.


(Organize church events:  To fundraise, hold a car wash or a bake sale.  To effect political change, 


have a letter-writing or phone-calling event.


(Consider soliciting media coverage when you hold an event; your community and the victims in 


Darfur will both benefit from the greater awareness.


(Bring this up in your prayer group time with faithful prayer partners.


(Educate yourself and your congregation by going to www.savedarfur.org.


(Raise awareness by ordering and wearing the green “Save Darfur” bracelets.

“The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”(James 1:25)

LAST, but not least, please contact us upon receiving this information—we would love to know that you and your church have received this.  Please contact either Adrian Tam (atam@fas.harvard.edu) or Kristin Lee (ktlee@fas.harvard.edu).

From the Editorial Board of Christianity Today

Hotel Sudan Isn't a Film—Yet: Genocide in Darfur must be stopped.

In Sudan, a fragile peace is vanishing at the rate of more than 10,000 corpses per month. Murder, disease, and starvation in Sudan's western Darfur region have taken between 210,000 and 350,000 lives, according to a recent U.N. estimate… American evangelicals are in a rare position to be listened to, not just heard, in Washington and the United Nations. One goal for evangelicals is to bring political priorities closer to biblical values… In the face of genocide and crimes against humanity, the consequences of our inaction are staggering...


To see the entire article, please go to http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/005/21.26.html.
This information was compiled in April 2005 by Christian students at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Updates will be available at www.darfuractiongroup.org.
Helpful Materials

Sample Script for Calling U.S. Senators: Relief & Protection

Hi, my name is _______, and I’m a resident of [city, state].  I would like to urge Senator _______ to support legislation that will send more aid to Darfur, increase civilian protection, and appoint a special U.S. envoy to Sudan.  Thank you.

Sample Letter to U.S. Senators: Relief & Protection
Dear Senator _____,


As your constituent, I am writing to thank you for your continued efforts to respond to the crisis in Darfur, Sudan. I am also writing to urge you to support current legislation that will: help ensure that the perpetrators of gross human rights violations against the Sudanese people are brought to justice; support efforts to improve protection for the targets of this violence; and help shut down the flow of weapons that allows the government to commit these abuses.  By supporting this legislation, you would be sending a message that the world will no longer close its eyes to gross violations but will do everything possible to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

Many innocent civilians have suffered as a result of the crisis in Darfur, with women bearing a huge burden of the cost. Human rights groups estimate that thousands of women have been raped by combatants and armed groups known as the Janjaweed, who are linked to the government.  Rape victims face stigmatization and torment from family members. Some of them have been abducted from their homes and held as sexual slaves. Survivors make up the majority of the population in the camps for Internally Displaced Persons, where they continue to face violence due to inadequate resources and security. 

I urge you to support any action that will strengthen the African Union’s ability to protect civilians, extend the current arms embargo to include the government of Sudan, and demand accountability for the crimes committed in Sudan.

Sincerely,
________

Sample Script for Calling State Legislators: Divestment

Hi, my name is _____, and I’m a resident of [city, state]. Because of the Sudanese government’s support for the ongoing genocide in Darfur, I would like to urge [state legislator’s name] to divest state pension funds from companies that do business with the Sudanese government.  Thank you.

Sample Letter to State Legislators: Divestment

Dear [state legislator],

I am a constituent concerned about the ongoing genocide in Darfur.  I was shocked to find out that [your state’s] pension funds may be invested in international companies that do business with the government of Sudan.

We have a moral obligation to protest international companies’ support of the Sudanese government by divesting their stocks.  Divestment will also put pressure on the Sudanese government to halt the violence.

I urge you to support divestment legislation that would prohibit the investment of public funds in companies doing business with the government of Sudan.  This is a nonpartisan issue that requires moral leadership.  I trust that you will take a stand against genocide and support this divestment legislation.

Sincerely,

________
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